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by D. Elton Trueblood 
In my long life, I have been for tu-
nate in receiving practical help f r o m 
magnificent teachers. A m o n g the 
many I shall ment ion only a few. All 
of us have thousands of ideas, but 
only a few of them make a crucial 
difference in our lives. It is for these 
crucial ideas that I am grateful. Writ-
ing autobiographically, I choose my 
words with care as I concentrate on 
four major ideas, as follows: 
s« •elf- conscious 
beings can make 
decisions that 
change the 
course of events. 
1. The Primacy of Persons came 
to my mind in a powerful way in 
1931 when I was 30 years old. As a 
graduate student at Johns Hopkins 
University, and under the exciting 
influence of Professor Ar thur O. 
Lovejoy, I was ready to choose the 
subject of my doctoral dissertation. 
For a while I thought seriously of 
producing something on the moral 
philosophy of Albert Schweitzer, 
and actually had a letter of agree-
ment f r o m the great man in Africa, 
but I soon switched to a broader 
topic, "The Uniqueness of M a n . " I 
began to ask seriously what it is that 
makes persons different in kind f rom 
everything else known to us in the 
entire universe. This was a topic 
highly agreeable to Professor Love-
joy-
For three years I wrote short 
essays for my mentor , always with 
the cer ta inty of carefu l scrut iny. 
Every essay had to face the question, 
"Is it really true?" I learned, conse-
Dr. Elton Trueblood is author of at least 
thirty-seven books and is a noted Quaker 
educator and statesman. He is now retired 
and living in Lansdale, Pennsylvania. His 
biography, Elton Trueblood: Believer, 
Teacher, and Friend, by James R. Newby is 
available from Harper and Row. 
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quently, to be the stern critic of my 
own writing and to put each essay 
th rough more than one draf t . I con-
sider this the best educat ion a person 
can experience. 1 had already had a 
similar experience as the student of 
Dean Sperry at Harvard . The con-
trast between this and contemporary 
mass educat ion is enormous . 
The pr imacy of persons is, by any 
known s tandard, a magnificent idea. 
In my own thinking it was helped by 
the thoughts of Blaise Pascal and, 
even more, by the intellectual work 
of M a x Scheler, which was not at 
that t ime translated f r o m the Ger-
man. The pr imacy of persons does 
not mean tha t persons are natural ly 
good , for they are not. There is a 
great deal of sin in the world, and it 
may be expected in any foreseeable 
future . Wha t the idea of the unique-
ness of men means is that self-
conscious beings can make decisions 
that change the course of events. 
C o n t a c t with 
greatness can 
become a habit. 
2. The Habitual Vision of Great-
ness, one of the most striking phrases 
of our century, we owe to Alfred 
Nor th Whitehead. Taking early re-
t i r emen t in E n g l a n d , Whi t ehead 
joined the facul ty of Harvard and 
soon became its mos t illustrious 
member . It was my good fo r tune to 
hear his Lowell Lectures early in his 
American career. In 1944, when I 
was guest teaching the Phi losophy 
of Religion at Harvard , it pleased 
me to be Professor Whitehead's guest 
at a dinner of the Society of Jun io r 
Fellows, to which he then gave his 
ma jo r at tention. His f amous words 
abou t greatness first appeared in a 
book about education. His point is 
that each of us, however humble we 
feel, may have direct contact with 
genuine greatness, chiefly by means 
of the written word. We can choose 
our companions! 
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The possibility of being in direct 
touch with really great minds had 
already been brought to my atten-
tion by Dean Willard L. Sperry, at 
the close of my time under his tute-
lage. He said, in words I have cher-
ished, "I think you can be a writer, 
but , if that is your aim, soak yourself 
in great models ." That is the chief 
reason why I soon began to immerse 
my mind in the prose and poetry of 
Doctor Samuel Johnson. This started 
a connection that has never ended 
and of which I have never tired. The 
trivial and the banal soon bore us, 
but I have found that the moral phi-
losophy of the Rambler is as interest-
ing to me now as it was when I first 
began to read it. The editing of 
Johnson ' s Prayers, which I was able 
to read in manuscr ipt at Pembroke 
College, Oxford , has lifted my own 
sights in the whole area of devo-
tional literature. The contact with 
greatness can become a habit. 
It soon became clear to me that 
deliberate mediocrity is a heresy and 
a sin. To be less than we could be is 
to f rus t ra te the divine purpose. To 
anyone who really understands this, 
"Be all that you can be" becomes a 
practical motto. Consequently I have 
tried over the years to encourage 
people to raise their sights concern-
ing what God's calling for them may 
be. The relevant Scripture is that of 1 
Thessalonians 5:11, "Encourage one 
another and build one another up ." 
Christianity is 
not a spectator 
sport. 
3. The Abolition of the Laity is a 
phrase I began to employ in the 
summer of 1935 when I was Acting 
Dean of the Chapel at Harvard Uni-
versity. Al though economically we 
were at the b o t t o m of the depres-
sion, that summer was a creative 
time in my own life. My task was to 
lead worship five mornings a week in 
Harvard Chapel. The messages were 
necessarily brief, but I tried to make 
each one count . My method was to 
speak freely each morning and to 
write, later in the day, on the same 
subject. This led to the acceptance by 
Harpers of my first book, The Es-
sence of Spiritual Religion, published 
first in 1936. One morning I spoke 
on "The Abolition of the Laity" and 
found that my listeners took me 
seriously. Par t of the response came 
because what I said was not what 
they expected to hear on the subject. 
Laymen, in both medicine and 
law, are people who cannot practice, 
but there is no room for this concept 
in the Christian faith. Christianity, 
whatever else it may be, is not a 
spectator sport. I saw vividly more 
than 50 years ago, that Christ 's 
clearest call is addressed to members 
of a team who are engaged in a task. 
Their role, as workers and partici-
pants, rather than mere observers, is 
beautifully symbolized by the figure 
of the Yoke. F r o m that time, long 
ago, I began to say to any who 
would listen, that on the Christian 
ship there are no passengers, for all 
are members of the crew. The pow-
erful idea is that , if a person is a 
Christian, at all, he or she must be a 
minister. A nonministering Chris-
tian is a contradict ion in terms. Only 
later did I see the powerful signifi-
cance of the term "Yokefel low" as 
describing what Christians are sup-
posed to be [Philippians 4:3], 
Smal l groups of 
loving persons 
would infect the 
world around 
them. 
4. The Necessity of a Redemptive 
Society came to me with great vivid-
ness in my last years at S tanford 
University, 1944-1945. We were still 
involved in the war and the threat to 
civilization was real. I began to 
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for the world lay in the creation of 
small groups of loving persons who 
would infect the world a round them. 
1 moved in this direction as I con-
templated Christ 's chosen method 
of changing the world. He relied, I 
realized, not on separated individu-
als, but on persons involved in a fel-
lowship. The persons are imperfect, 
but as parts of commit ted fellow-
ships they actually change the world. 
They do it as a loving group. It is 
impossible to be a Christian alone. 
This idea informed some of the 
sermons which I gave at the Stan-
ford Chapel. Sermons given in the 
Chapel turned into a book . The Pre-
dicament of Modem Man, which 
soon provided me with more than a 
million readers, because it was pre-
sented, in brief form, in The Read-
er's Digest. The book dealt with 
both our danger and our hope, the 
final chapter being entitled "The 
Necessity of a Redemptive Society." 
After my removal to Ear lham 
College in September 1946, I began 
to experiment in the fo rmat ion of 
small groups, all of the members of 
which accepted a common discipline. 
Soon I saw that entire books could 
be devoted to this powerful idea, and 
this lead eventually to the produc-
tion of three new volumes, Alterna-
tive to Futility (1948), The Company 
of the Committed (1961), and The 
Incendiary Fellowship (1967). It 
pleases me to know that , in spite of 
the passage of years, all three of 
these books are still being studied, 
both by individuals and by groups. 
A striking application of the potent 
idea was made in the fo rmat ion of 
the Church of the Savior, in Wash-
ington, D.C., which is the best ex-
ample I know of a church that 
makes a difference in the world. 
Ideas, we know, have consequences, 
and the consequences of the ideas 
described above have been the most 








A few weeks ago I found myself 
seated at a restaurant counter next 
to a clean-cut young man. He made 
no move to greet me, no r I him. 
Perhaps that 's one of my shor tcom-
ings: I treasure my privacy, and I 
assume others treasure theirs. This 
has of ten held me back f r o m giving a 
word of witness. I shrink f r o m step-
ping on to the "faith ter r i tory" of 
others, since faith is so very per-
sonal. Yet I know Jesus bids us to 
give witness to our faith; hence, my 
personal di lemma. 
I found myself glancing over at 
the book the young man was read-
ing. The a u t h o r was Paul Twitchell. 
For most people that would have 
meant nothing. But 1 happen to have 
an 85-year-old friend w h o m I shall 
call Ruby. She is an ECKist , a 
believer in Eckangar , a system of 
religious thought with aspects I would 
label as occult or New Age. Because 
Verna Schwartz is a member of the Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church where she is 
involved in teaching and shepherding 
ministries. 
Do we not 
impoverish 
ourselves by not 
putting ourselves 
in a position to 
learn from others, 
and allowing them 
to learn from us? 
I had had discussions with Ruby and 
had done some reading on the sub-
ject of Eckangar , I knew that Paul 
Twitchell was the founder of this 
group. 
Now my heart began to pound 
and my palms to sweat, as on former 
occasions when 1 felt God was giving 
me an oppor tuni ty I should not pass 
up. I should say something, yet 
what? He was a complete stranger. 
Finally I decided to take the plunge. 
by Verna Schwartz 
The following is an approximat ion 
of our dialogue. 
"I see you're reading Paul Twit-
chell. Are you an ECKist?" 
"Yes. Are you?" 
"No, but I 'm very much concerned 
about ECKists. I don ' t believe Eck-
angar is based on the t ru th ." 
"Well, I've been an ECKist for 18 
years. But before that I was a Chris-
tian, in fact a Baptist. I've read my 
Bible many times, and I probably 
know it better than you do. But there 
were always questions I had that my 
minister couldn' t answer. For in-
stance, if I was born in India to 
Hindu parents and never heard the 
name of Jesus, how could I come to 
God through Jesus? Would I be 
lost?" 
This began a rather lengthy, yet 
polite interchange. I tried to discuss 
the concept of general revelation 
f r o m Romans I,* yet the need for 
others to hear about Jesus as the 
only way to God (the missionary 
impetus of the Christian church). 
This is why Christians feel they must 
share their faith, whereas ECKists 
January 1991 5 
a re very c lear on not t ry ing to 
"evangelize." 
The young man went on to explain 
what he understood the concept of 
the Holy Spirit to be, and lost me 
somewhere in the process. I ques-
tioned him abou t out-of-body expe-
riences, soul travel, spirit guides. He 
replied that prayer was a fo rm of 
soul t r a v e l — t h a t even Chr i s t i an 
churches today are beginning to take 
up the concept of "centering prayer" 
in which the name of Jesus is chanted 
to clear the mind. (I have my con-
cerns abou t this, but I did not voice 
them at that point.) Reincarnat ion, 
he told me, was an early belief of the 
Christian church which I would learn 
if 1 read early church documents . 
The new birth of J o h n 3, according 
to his i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , was really 
teaching on reincarnation. 
I quest ioned him abou t one of the 
basic beliefs that my friend Ruby 
had shared with me—that Jesus, had 
once lived on the earth, was a great 
teacher, but was no longer approach-
able by man (except th rough an 
earthly master) because he (Jesus) 
was now on a heavenly plane of 
existence. I told him that I felt this 
was the most dangerous belief of all 
because it takes Jesus, who God said 
was the only way to eternal life, out 
of the center of the picture and rele-
gates him to a posit ion of powerless-
ness. He countered by saying that 
my friend was mistaken, that she 
probably had not been an ECKist 
very long, that there were differences 
within the followers of Eckanger just 
as within the Christ ian Church . I 
thought to myself that this would be 
a pretty substantial difference of 
opinion! 
One thing he and Ruby did agree 
on: tha t one way to God was just as 
valid as ano the r (a basic tenet of 
New Age thought) . Each person is 
free to come to God in his own way. 
At one point in the conversat ion I 
asked h im what the cross and the 
a tonement meant to him. He asked 
me if we could come back to that 
issue when he had finished what he 
wanted to say abou t the Holy Spirit. 
I really regret that I forgot to steer 
the conversat ion in that direction 
again. Was this a purposeful diver-
Let's be open, 
warm, winsome, 
willing to listen, 
willing to share, 
and persistent 
in prayer for 
those not yet 
in the fold. 
sion? I don ' t know. I expect he 
would have had an explanat ion for 
that as well. 
Wha t really happened in this con-
versation? I can't say for sure. It was 
clear that neither of us "won an 
a rgument . " He was extremely well-
versed. Yet I was strangely elated 
af ter this incident. I suppose this was 
mainly because I had taken a leap of 
faith and been obedient to share my 
faith with him. 
Perhaps more than this, I found it 
somehow invigorating to exchange 
ideas. Did Paul sense some of this 
when he dialogued with the students 
in the school of Tyrannus (Acts 19) 
or with the men on Mars Hill (Acts 
17)? D o we miss something when we 
are afraid to engage people of other 
faiths in dialogue simply because we 
are afraid to "take them on ," afraid 
we might "lose"? 
D o we impoverish overselves by 
not putting ourselves in a position to 
learn f rom others, and allowing them 
to learn f r o m us? I think we do. I 
wonder if the early Christians did 
not engage their unbelieving neigh-
bors in dialogue, just to share Christ 
and not necessarily to win an argu-
ment , more often than we realize. 
Indeed, there is the need to proclaim 
and to persuade. But perhaps we 
should be willing to "share" more 
of ten than we do. We will grow by 
the encounter , and I believe that the 
word of our test imony will remain 
with those with whom we dialogue. 
I cannot stress enough, however, 
that one must cling to the Word of 
God as a fixed point of reference 
when engaged in such dialogue. There 
are many convincing and polished 
arguments out there. We need to 
remember the words of Jesus that 
"small is the gate and narrow the 
road that leads to life, and only a few 
find it" (Mat t . 7:14). These words 
sometimes make me uncomfortable . 
I always squirm when someone asks, 
"If a person never hears of Jesus, will 
he or she be lost?" I believe the final 
answer to that is in God's hands. I 
am always excited abou t stories of 
people who have come to a knowl-
edge of God, and eventually Jesus, 
because of a seeking heart and some-
times without the aid of a mission-
ary. So I know that God is at work 
where ministers of the Word of God 
have not yet gone. But I also know 
that God did not command us to go 
into all the world and preach the 
gospel if it did not matter. 
Yes, the way to eternal life, as de-
scribed in God's Word , is narrow. 
Tha t is not my idea; it is God's . But 
let's not allow that or the enormity of 
the problem of unbelief a round us to 
paralyze us into inactivity. Let's be 
open, warm, winsome, willing to 
listen, willing to share, and persistent 
in prayer for those not yet in the fold. 
Jesus ' will is clear: "I have other 
sheep that are not of this flock. I 
must bring them also. They too will 
listen to my voice, and there shall be 
one flock and one shepherd" ( John 
10:16). • 
* Romans 1:20 (NIV)—"For since 
the creation of the world God's invis-
ible qualities—his eternal power and 
divine n a t u r e —h a ve been clearly 
seen, being unders tood f r o m what 
has been made, so that men are 
without excuse." 
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SHEDDING LIGHT 
ON DARKNESS 
A response to violence and sexual abuse in thefamily 
by Harriet Bicksler 
The people walking in darkness have 
seen a great light; on those living in the 
land of the shadow of death a light has 
dawned (Isaiah 9:2). 
Light has come into the world, but we 
loved darkness instead of light because 
our deeds were evil. Everyone who does 
evil hates the light, and will not come 
into the light forfear that their deeds will 
be exposed. But whoever lives by the 
truth comes into the light, so that it may 
be plainly seen that what has been done 
has been done through God (John 
3:19-21). 
For God who said, "Let light shine 
out of darkness, "made his light shine in 
our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Christ (2 Cor. 4:6). 
On Friday and Saturday, Nov. 2 and 
3, 1990, 175 women and men from 19 
states and 5 provinces gathered in the 
Upland Brethren in Christ Church, Up-
land, Calif., to shed light on the dark-
ness of violence and sexual abuse in 
Brethren in Christ and Mennonite fami-
lies. Of those 175, about 30 were Breth-
ren in Christ. Attending were victims/ 
survivors of violence and sexual abuse, 
friends, caregivers and therapists, pas-
tors and church leaders. 
Ruth Krall, Director of Peace Studies 
at Goshen College who did her doctoral 
dissertation on the healing of women 
after rape, was the keynote speaker. Her 
two presentations dealt with the facts 
about abuse, its causes (especially within 
the context of the church), and some 
suggestions for the process of healing. 
Harriet Bicksler, Director of the Board for 
Brotherhood Concerns, served on the Plan-
ning Committee for the "Shedding Light on 
Darkness " conference. 
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After establishing that one person in 
four is the victim of one or more of the 
various forms of abuse (battering, mari-
tal rape, child sexual abuse, rape, etc.), 
and that 94 percent of the victims are 
female, Ruth went on to list seven steps 
in the healing process. These steps are: 
(1) learn how to listen and believe the 
stories; (2) enter into solidarity with the 
survivor as she or he tries to decide what 
to do; (3) encourage congregations to 
learn about sexual violence; (4) commit 
ourselves to stopping the abuse and vio-
lence; (5) begin to think about perpetra-
tors in new ways; (6) bring theology and 
worship practices into harmony; (7) 
recognize that the victims are often 
ourselves. 
Worship (with theme-appropriate 
songs, Scriptures, and litanies) was led 
by Rod White, a member of the Plan-
ning Committee and pastor of the Riv-
erside Brethren in Christ Church. Seven-
teen workshops, storytelling, and an 
original drama, "Interior Refurbishing," 
filled out the schedule. One example of 
the kind of information offered in the 
workshops was "Religious Beliefs and 
the Abuse of Women and Children," by 
Carolyn Holderread Heggen, of Albu-
querque, N.M. She listed four religious 
beliefs that contribute to abuse: (1) 
submission of woman to man is part of 
the divine plan; (2) because of the Fall, 
women are morally inferior to men; (3) 
suffering is a Christian virtue; (4) prompt 
forgiveness is necessary. She explained 
from her experience as a therapist for 
Sheron Brunner, administrator of LifeLine Ministries Women's Shelter in San Fran-
cisco, leads her workshop on working with adult survivors of sexual abuse. 
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"I can't recall 
being in a more 
caring group" 
I have never attended a confer-
ence quite like "Shedding Light on 
Darkness." I cannot recall being in 
a more caring group! Repeatedly 
people candidly claimed to not 
only be "a survivor" of domestic 
violence and/or sexual abuse, but 
claimed to be "a thriver." 
As individuals courageously 
shared their personal stories of 
mistreatment, the audience sat 
with utter quietness, listening in-
tently. When the storyteller was 
finished, he or she was affirmed 
with spontaneous applause from 
the supportive audience. 
I was impressed with the open-
ness of those who led and partici-
pated in this conference to dia-
logue on subjects such as physical 
and sexual abuse of children, bat-
tering of a spouse, incest, etc.— 
subjects often taboo in the reli-
gious community. And yet ma-
terials presented verified that these 
aberrations are sometimes present 
even in conservative religious fam-
ilies. It is time for the church to 
confront these issues with ardor 
and conviction. There is a need for 
more such conferences. 
Louis O. Cober, Bishop 
Pacific and Southeast Conferences 
Brethren in Christ Church 
abused women how each of these dis-
torted beliefs has affected the self-esteem 
of women, making them easy targets of 
abuse. 
Other workshops included "Church 
Response to Families in Crisis,""Work-
ing with Adult Survivors of Sexual 
Abuse" (by Sheron Brunner, adminis-
trator at Lifeline Ministries Women's 
Shelter), "Support Groups for Adult 
Survivors of Sexual Abuse (by Noreen 
Trautwein, a therapist from the Upland 
Brethren in Christ Church), "Under-
standing the Male Survivor of Child-
hood Abuse" (by Coe Neil Cabe, pastor 
of the Peace Chapel Brethren in Christ 
Church), "Roles and Boundaries of the 
Pastoral Relationship,"and "Abuse and 
Its Effects on Emotional and Spiritual 
Development." 
While the conference stirred up pain-
ful memories for abuse survivors, there 
was great appreciation for the fact that 
the event had taken place. For too long, 
the church has been silent while many of 
its members were either perpetrating or 
suffering violence and abuse in secret. 
This conference was an important step 
in the long process of "shedding light on 
darkness" in that it publicly broke the 
silence and invited individuals and con-
gregations to listen to the painful stories 
from the survivors among us. 
In the Brethren in Christ setting, the 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns has 
included sexual abuse as one of five 
priority issues to be addressed during 
this biennium. Some regional confer-
ence boards are planning local seminars 
or conferences on this topic. We also 
have a number of resources available: 
two MCC resources—the Purple Packet 
Sarah Lance and Janis Mallory, part of 
an eight-member cast, at a key moment 
in the drama, "Interior Refurbishing." 
(wife abuse) and the Broken Boundaries 
packet (child sexual abuse); two tapes 
from the conference by Ruth Krall; the 
Winter 1991 issue of Shalom! (available 
late this month); individuals willing to 
tell their stories. 
For any of these resources and others, 
write to or call the Board for Brother-
hood Concerns. If you are a survivor of 
abuse and are searching for help or a 
way to tell your story, you are also 
invited to call or write. All such calls will 
be kept confidential. Contact Harriet 
Bicksler, Board for Brotherhood Con-
cerns, P.O. Box 246, Mount Joy, PA 
17552; telephone (717) 653-8251. • 
"Healing is taking 
place in my life" 
The conference on "Shedding 
Light on Darkness" was a dream 
come true for me. I'm a survivor 
of child abuse—physical, verbal, 
emotional, spiritual, and child 
sexual abuse. While at the confer-
ence, I had feelings of being on a 
pink cloud. I heard through tes-
timonies (stories) that healing from 
violence is a process which lasts a 
lifetime, which I needed to hear. 
My struggles with spirituality were 
addressed different times which 
has benefited and will continue to 
benefit my healing. 
Sharing with Brethren in Christ 
and Mennonite people for the first 
time without feeling shame, and 
receiving affirmation and uncon-
ditional love was empowering and 
strengthening. Most of all, I have 
been given hope and assurance 
that healing is taking place in my 
life and the church's life. 
Mary Ellen Brubaker 
Lititz, Pa. 
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Iraqi school children read messages 




by Gwen White 
My journa l of Nov. 21 reads, "So 
here begins an unlikely jou rney—a 
housewife and teacher, a pastor 's 
wife going to Baghdad , Iraq, in the 
midst of military crisis, build-ups, 
threats, embargo . O Prince of Peace, 
help me give my meager energies to 
averting war . " 
On Wednesday, Nov. 22, I met 
the eleven other people who had 
agreed to be members of a Christian 
Peacemaker Team bound for a 5-7 
day stay in Iraq as guests of the Iraqi 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s O r g a n i z a t i o n f o r 
Friendship, Peace and Solidarity. 
W e g a t h e r e d in N e w Y o r k a t 
Kennedy Airport for several hours 
of orientation, then boarded Royal 
J o r d a n i a n Air l ines f o r A m m a n , 
J o r d a n . On Thanksgiving Day we 
arrived in A m m a n and the following 
day we left for Baghdad. 
Dur ing our 6 days in Iraq, we met 
numerous government officials. Our 
delegation listened to their carefully 
worded speeches out l in ing Iraq 's 
claims to the terri tory of Kuwait and 
denouncing the intrusion of foreign 
troops. We listened to impassioned 
and at times angry presentations by 
Palestinians quest ioning the double 
s tandard they perceive in the han-
dling of U.N. Security Council reso-
lutions which have not been enforced 
concerning Israeli-occupied territo-
Gwen White lives in Riverside, Calif., and 
is a member of the Board for Media 
Ministries. 
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ries and the current resolutions con-
cerning Iraq's action with so much 
military muscle being flexed. We 
spoke as Christians and urged that 
non-violent resolutions be sought. 
We called for the release of hostages 
as an initiative for negotiations. The 
rhetoric we heard f r o m both the 
Iraqi government and the U.S. Em-
bassy seemed dangerous and too full 
of threat and violence. Our aim was 
to be representatives of an alterna-
tive, advocates of nonviolence. 
Baghdad is a city of contradic-
tions. At times it became difficult to 
remember that this bustling metrop-
olis of 5.5 million inhabitants is 
actually under seige. Taxis dar t in 
every direction, using lane lines only 
as "suggestions" as our team mem-
bers nervously quipped. (I mostly 
kept my eyes closed until we arrived 
at our various destinations.) The 
market is full of all the sounds, 
smells and activities that this 1,000-
year-old site has always known. But 
in other corners, the threats of for-
eign force are more real. At the 
Chi ldren 's Teaching Hospi ta l we 
visited, elevators do not operate be-
cause spare parts can not be shipped 
into the country . Only the most 
severe cases are being treated as 
medicines run low. It was here that I 
felt my first pangs of shame f r o m my 
government 's actions. The fear in the 
eyes of helpless mothers as they sat 
beside their suffering children and 
infants brought me tears and grief. 
I expected to feel the tension of a 
police state all a round me in Bagh-
dad and to sense a kind of nar row-
ness in living under such conditions. 
There were indications of some fears 
as officials made statements into 
tape recorders during our conversa-
tions, as if they needed to constantly 
prove their adherence to the "par ty 
line." Local people became stiff when 
our official guides appeared on the 
scene. But there were many candid 
moments as well. The detainees we 
met spoke of being well treated, but 
eager to go home. The outpour ing of 
support for Saddam was staggering 
and f r o m the indicators I could 
catch, completely genuine. There 
have been real advancements for the 
good of the people made in recent 
years. Illiteracy is shrinking and the 
infant mortality rate has dropped 
sharply. Building programs are in 
evidence all over the city. There 
appears to be much tolerance of plu-
ralism in religious preference. At an 
ar t gallery we visited, we found a 
wide variety of art , including stark 
anti-American sentiments, but much 
f reedom of expression as well. Bagh-
dad just did not feel nar row by any 
means. 
There were moments of fear that 
turned to laughter fo r our group. As 
we waited in line at the A m m a n Air-
port to board our plane for Iraq, we 
were surprised to find we had been 
issued tickets that were only one-
way. Al though having our return 
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Some of our group with Iraqi kids who 
greeted us at Babylon. 
flight booked in advance would have 
made each of us more secure, we 
came to unders tand that such ad-
vanced planning is just not in sync 
with the culture we were being intro-
duced to. T h roughou t our visit we 
came to expect that we'd find out 
where we were going in just enough 
time to board a bus and go. It's a 
slower culture (except the taxis) with 
a wonderful ly strong emphasis on 
hospitality. Another scare came in 
the middle of the night as we all 
slept. A thunders to rm broke over 
Baghdad, but for the first few min-
utes we wondered if this was the 
b o m b a r d m e n t we prayed against. 
The rain brought smiles with it and 
the quieting of rapid heartbeats. 
The mental images that remain 
most vividly with me are of the 
children of Iraq. F r o m the hospital 
beds to the elementary schools to the 
co r r i do r s of Baby lon , their eyes 
glisten with hope and fear in my 
memory . We visited an elementary 
school with 2,000 students and I was 
able to deliver written messages of 
peace and friendship f rom my own 
son's sixth grade class to the Iraqi 
s tudents. It was here that the contra-
dictions of this world came into clear 
focus. The upper grade students 
gathered in the large open courtyard 
of the school. They chanted anti-
American slogans and at the top of 
their voices pledged their very lives 
to Saddam in rhythmic Arabic verse. 
As these children rehearsed p rom-
ises of violence, I felt a chill run 
th rough me. Momen t s later, as I 
stepped forward with the messages 
f r o m U.S. children, they surged for-
ward with happy eagerness to be the 
recipient of a message f r o m the 
West. They were delighted to meet 
us. On another day, a large group of 
high school girls were picnicking 
near our lodgings. As I went out to 
play badmin ton with them, they 
were warm and welcoming. They 
spoke of their hopes for the fu ture 
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and asked questions about my fam-
ily. Hate was absent f r o m their faces 
and words, and one never would 
have guessed they feared war. 
There is a willingness to bear vio-
lence and to exact it that still frightens 
me as I recall my days in Iraq. My 
hope is that our presence there with 
them in these risky times helps to 
break down the stereotypes that 
exist about Westerners and espe-
cially about Christians as imperial-
ists. But there is a willingness to 
resort to violence here in North 
America that I find frightening as 
well. Here the consideration of vio-
lence brought into our homes is not 
c o m m o n , but the stereotypes of 
Iraqis as violent themselves remain 
entrenched. The Western media has 
done much damage, I believe, in the 
ways it has reported events and 
slanted facts. While in Baghdad, we 
heard reports of news people staging 
events to fit their preconceptions 
and editing tapes to relay their biases 
rather than the facts at hand. These 
reports did not come by way of the 
government . With emotions as tense 
as a near-war situation creates, such 
shaping of the news seems inexcusa-
ble to me. I came to dislike our trips 
to the A1 Rasheed, the five star hotel 
where the media and many foreign 
dignitaries stay. Some members of 
our team referred to it as a "carpet 
b a z a a r , " where the goods being 
traded were human lives. 
In the midst of a confusing and 
threatening political climate, our trip 
to Babylon was truly refreshing for 
me. In that ancient place, we prayed 
for peace. As we stood praying 
where Daniel might have walked, I 
was reminded of his gentle resistance 
to the government over him and the 
miraculous results of his faith. It is to 
a similar trust and action that I 
would like to call each of us, as the 
governments over us threaten lives 
and pile up weapons for violent de-
struction. My hope is that we will 
find means to express to our repre-
sentatives that warring against peo-
ple is an unacceptable means to 
deter aggression. This seems espe-
cially true in the Arab world today, 
where the issues of justice are com-
plex and the cries of the oppressed 
are many, so that pointing to a single 
aggressor becomes difficult. May we 
choose to gain our security f r o m 
God and not f r o m weapons, and 
then may we speak f rom that posi-
tion for peace. 
My unlikely journey is over now. 
I 'm left with a thousand concerns 
and an urgent hope that the govern-
ments involved will not ignite a fire 
that overruns the homes of many 
new friends. Please pray with me for 
peace, and join with me in urging 
our government to listen before it 
makes demands and to walk care-
fully in the Arab world, recognizing 
that it is not our own. • 
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In the November Visitor's "Dialogue 
column, Roger Williams asks, "Where 
are the Brethren in Christ? Did they 
pray for peace before the battle?" In the 
context of the current crisis in the Mid-
dle East, Roger urges the Brethren in 
Christ to "re-embrace peace as an inti-
mate part of our theology and congrega-
tional life." I'd like to thank Roger for 
his forthright call to the church both to 
actively oppose the war that is brewing 
in the Persian Gulf and to take owner-
ship of the historic peace position of the 
church. I'd also like to remind Visitor 
readers of two resources which can help 
to focus the issues. 
First of all, at its meeting in November, 
the Peace Section of MCC U.S. (where 
we are represented by Eduardo Llanes 
of the Board for Brotherhood Con-
cerns) adopted "A Call to Confession, 
Prayer and Witness." This statement 
addresses the Persian Gulf Crisis by call-
ing the church to "proclaim our alle-
giance to the Kingdom of God and 
commit ourselves to the reign of Christ 
in our lives." The call is fleshed out in 
three sections: suggestions for prayer 
and fasting especially during Advent; 
recognition of our own need for learning 
and confession; a call to witness to truth 
and peace with specific ideas for action. 
Resources to help us understand Middle 
East issues are available from MCC 
U.S. Peace Section. (See the Dec. Vis-
itor, p. 14, for the full text of the 
statement.) 
While the statement was geared espe-
cially toward use during Advent, the 
principles it sets forth remain relevant. 
Early last month, the Board for Broth-
erhood Concerns office shared the state-
ment with all U.S. pastors, inviting its 
use during Advent. 
Secondly, as Roger mentioned in the 
"Dialogue" column, the "Statement on 
Militarism" is still in process. The state-
ment was originally written when the 
United States and Canada were not offi-
cially at war anywhere in the world. As 
the 1990 General Conference approached, 
communism and the Cold War—major 
but not exclusive contributors to the 
arms race and militarism—were crum-
bling. I wondered several times whether 
we might be reaching a point where such 
a statement was no longer needed. 
Within a month following General 
Conference, however, the attention of 
much of the world's military machinery 
shifted to the Middle East in response to 
the invasion of a tiny, oil-rich country by 
a neighboring aggressor. Since then, the 
threat of war has escalated as the United 
States and other nations have moved 
hundreds of thousands of troops and 
pieces of military equipment into the 
region. At this writing, the United Na-
tions is considering a request to allow 
the use of military force todrive Iraq out 
of Kuwait. Few people believe that can 
be done without significant human suf-
fering and loss of life. Militarism is 
clearly still alive and well! 
Roger Williams calls for ownership of 
the "Statement on Militarism" and for 
dialogue on the peace issue in our con-
gregations. The Persian Gulf Crisis pro-
vides a useful backdrop against which to 
have that dialogue. Several calls in the 
statement are particularly relevant in the 
present situation: 
• We commit ourselves to daily 
prayer for peace between people 
and nations. 
• We call for open dialogue in our 
congregations on the more diffi-
cult issues related to militarism. 
We challenge individuals who dis-
agree on matters of war and peace 
to talk to each and to examine 
diverse convictions in the light of 
biblical teaching. 
• We join with our Christian broth-
ers and sisters around the world in 
a commitment to the church as a 
global community of God's holy 
people which is not divided by 
national, ideological, racial, or 
cultural boundaries. 
• We will seek courage from our 
corporate life as believers to work 
actively and intentionally to pro-
mote alternatives to militarism. In 
our corporate and private wor-
ship, therefore, we will pray regu-
larly for peace . . . . 
The complete "Statement on Milita-
rism" appears in the 1990 General Con-
ference Minutes, pp. 91-95. It is also 
available in booklet form (in single or 
multiple quantities), with study ques-
tions and suggestions for congregational 
use included in the booklet. Brethren in 
Christ Peace Sunday is coming up on 
March 3; that would be a good time to 
plan a congregational forum on peace 
and militarism. For copies of the "State-
ment on Militarism" or for assistance in 
planning congregational discussions on 
war, peace, and militarism, contact Har-
riet Bicksler at the Board for Brother-
hood Concerns, P.O. Box 246, Mount 
Joy, PA 17552; telephone (717) 653-8251. 
Beyond updating to reflect current 
realities and minor editorial improve-
ments, the Board for Brotherhood Con-
cerns does not plan major changes to the 
statement before presenting it again to 
the 1992 General Conference. However, 
we are encouraging dialogue, and we 
want to be responsive to your feedback 
and suggestions for improvements. Per-
haps as you react to world events, 
including the threat of war, you will 
have ideas for how the Brethren in 
Christ can take ownership of the state-
ment and, as Roger said, once again 
make peace an intimate part of our 
theology and congregational life. We 
invite you to join with many others in 
seeking peace and pursuing it in the 
name of Jesus Christ, the Prince of 
Peace.—Harriet Bicksler 
The Way of Peace column is a project of 
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns. Har-
riet Bicksler is the Board's Director. 
Gulf crisis study materials available 
Study materials on the Persian Gulf crisis are now available from MCC. 
Materials include study questions and articles, worship aids, and a 
bibliography related to the crisis. The study questions cover historical 
background of the crisis, Middle East religions, how people of the region 
are affected, lifestyle issues, and how Christians should respond. 
Small groups, individuals or Sunday schools can use these materials for 
information or as discussion starters. A leader's packet with additional 
reading material is also available. 
Suggested donation is $3 for the basic packet and $5 for the leader's 
packet. Available from MCC, PO Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500; phone 
(717) 859-1151. 
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MCC U.S. Peace Section staff complete 
"listening meetings" across U.S. 
Lifestyle, justice concerns, women's 
issues and peace education are critical 
areas calling for attention from MCC 
U.S. Peace Section. Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ church members 
articulated these concerns during "lis-
tening meetings" held during the past 
year in the United States. 
Linda and Titus Peachey, co-executive 
secretaries of the Peace Section, visited 
churches, schools, individuals, and var-
ious church groups for the meetings as 
part of an evaluation of the U.S. Peace 
Section. A total of 528 people partici-
pated in 48 listening meetings; an addi-
tional 60 people wrote responses to a 
study document. 
"It was a long, challenging process," 
admits Linda Peachey. "But it was ener-
gizing to meet so many people commit-
ted to peace and find that they are work-
ing at peacemaking in their own 
communities." 
The goal of the meetings was to hear 
from MCC constituents about what 
they think the U.S. Peace Section should 
be doing. A wide range of people partic-
ipated including high school students, 
lay people, seminarians, pastors, MCC 
board members, and minority groups. 
Participants were asked to list the 
peace and justice issues they face in daily 
church and community life, and to list 
important peace and justice issues in the 
world today which Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ people should address. 
Fifty-eight percent of the written re-
sponses noted concern for issues includ-
ing patriarchism, domestic violence, 
abortion, male dominance in leader-
ship, sexism, and teen pregnancy. Afflu-
ence, economic justice, hunger, and in-
dividualism were also widely mentioned. 
Many people called for MCC to take 
a stronger stance on abortion and to 
address other social issues such as envi-
ronmental concerns, family life, divorce, 
homelessness, substance abuse, AIDS, 
illiteracy, and media violence. Many 
also affirmed the MCC Washington 
Office, its Washington Memo newslet-
A call to reflect, pray, and 
advocate alternatives 
"Speak to your people and say to 
t hem: '. . . choose a m o n g your 
people and make them your watch-
men . . . when you see the sword 
coming against the land, blow the 
t rumpet to warn the people . . . ' 
The hand of the Lord was upon me, 
and he opened my mou th . . . my 
m o u t h was opened and I was no 
longer silent" (Ezekiel 33). 
The prospect of war in the Middle 
East evokes biblical images of "the 
w a t c h m a n " and the prophetic call-
ing of advocates. The danger of war 
is prompting many Brethren in Christ 
and Mennoni te congregations to re-
flect, pray and advocate alternatives 
to war. Congregat ions are adjust ing 
their no rmal agendas fo r Sunday 
school sessions and resource speak-
ers about the crisis, and workshops 
for draft-age youth. 
The U.S. adminis t ra t ion in Wash-
ington seeks overwhelming firepower 
t o " g u a r a n t e e v i c t o r y . " De fense 
Secretary Richard Cheney said the 
Bush adminis t ra t ion wants to be 
Delton Franz directs the work of the 
Washington, D.C., office of MCC U.S. 
Peace Section. 
by Delton Franz 
"absolutely certain" U.S. forces pre-
vail in combat . T o do otherwise, he 
said, would be "a sin." 
Retired Admiral William Crowe, 
in contrast , warned: "War is not 
neat; it's not tidy. And once you 
resort to it, it's a mess." The magni-
tude of casualties is impossible to 
calculate, but military calculations 
now assume figures like 40,000 U.S. 
casualties and untold Iraqi deaths. 
The cost of U.S. t roop and weapons 
deployment as of December 6 was 
74 million dollars per day. 
Admiral Crowe testified to Con-
gress underscoring the alternative to 
war: "The issue is not whether an 
embargo will work, but whether we 
have the patience to let it take 
effect." 
Letters and phone calls 
A United Nations Security Coun-
cil resolution set J anua ry 15 as the 
date af ter which the president would 
be authorized (though not obligated) 
to launch war against Iraq. Menno-
nite Central Commit tee U.S. Peace 
Section encourages church members 
to communica te their concerns to 
Secretary of State James Baker and 
their senators and representative in 
Washington before Janua ry 15. 
Letters might emphasize that: 
• The United States should not 
launch a military at tack on Iraq, 
which would create enormous loss 
of life and generate hostility with 
many Middle East countries and 
people, including Muslims, Chris-
tians, and Jews. 
• The U.S. government should 
begin a withdrawal of t roops f r o m 
Saudi Arabia to lessen the provoca-
tive threat of the projected 430,000 
U.S. t roops ' presence. Senator Sam 
Nunn, chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Commit tee , says lowering 
the number of t roops is essential. 
• A negotiated resolution of this 
conflict is possible. The United States 
should devote all the time and crea-
tivity necessary toward that objec-
tive. Both Iraq and the United States 
would need to make concessions, as 
in any endeavor to end hostilities. 
• The U.S. administration's as-
sumpt ion that at tacking Iraq would 
bring peace to the region appears 
shortsighted. 
• As Christians, our voice to our 
government can underscore the bib-
lical principles of reconciliation and 
peace a m o n g the peoples of the 
Middle East and beyond. Our con-
viction is that peacemaking, not 
warmaking, can bring divided peo-
ples together. 
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ter, advocacy, and educational semi-
nars, though some said the office is too 
political. 
Young people urged the Peace Sec-
tion to more creatively promote peace. 
Older adults agreed that print material is 
not going to convert today's youth to 
peace. Video, drama, and inter-personal 
activities will help young people learn 
about the church's biblical call to peace-
making. 
In general, report Peacheys, partici-
pants affirmed the practical ways MCC 
attempts to work at peace and justice 
concerns, such as Victim Offender 
Reconciliation Programs, Mennonite 
Conciliation Services, and encouraging 
discussion on domestic violence and 
sexual abuse through Women's Con-
cerns Desk. People generally agreed the 
section is doing a "good job in a very 
Letters and phone calls can go to 
the following: 
(Name of representative), House 
of Representatives, Washing-
ton, D C 20515. 
(Name of senator), United States 
Senate, Washington, D C 20510. 
Phone calls to members of Con-
gress can go through the Capitol 
swi tchboard , te lephone (202) 
224-3121. Call and a s k f o r y o u r 
s e n a t o r o r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ' s 
office. 
Secretary of State James Baker, 
Depar tmen t of State, Washing-
ton , D C 20520; te lephone (202) 
647-3686. 
Other initiatives 
"Raise 100,000 voices against war" 
is a grassroots initiative to multiply 
phone calls to Congress opposing 
war. You can part icipate by calling 
your Congress members and express-
ing opposi t ion to war, then calling 
three friends and asking them to do 
the same. Each of them then calls 
three friends, and so on. 
Fellowship of Reconciliation is 
encouraging people to send empty 
black f i lm canis ters labeled " N o 
blood for oil" to the White House 
and Congress to oppose war. For 
more informat ion, contact Fellow-
ship of Reconciliation, Box 271, 
Nyack, NY 10960; telephone (914) 
358-4601. • 
important area of church life and wit-
ness." 
Some, however, expressed concern 
that Peace Section has "deviated serious-
ly" from its historic mission and from 
the biblical witness of nonresistance and 
peace. Some were not satisfied with the 
section's theological statement, the "dis-
proport ionate influence of interest 
groups on the Peace Section board, and 
the increasingly political nature of the 
section's agenda and motivation." 
Other participants urged Peace Sec-
tion not to get "stuck on historic agenda," 
but to remain relevant, giving attention 
to issues of injustice, poverty, violence, 
and racism as experienced by urban and 
minority constituents. 
The wealth of information Peacheys 
gathered will be considered as the Peace 
Section plans what issues to make prior-
ity for 1991 and beyond. Some goals are 
to integrate peace and justice issues, 
emphasize the biblical basis for peace-
making, emphasize cooperation between 
constituents and the section, and work 
at more effective methods of communi-
cating Peace Section ideas and actions 
to constituents. Some structural changes 
in the Peace Section are in process to 
"work at incorporating more grassroots 
and minority association with the Peace 
The crisis in the Middle East has 
prompted dozens of calls and letters to 
church agencies about the status of 
Selective Service legislation, and the 
alternatives open to conscientious ob-
jectors. In the Fall 1990 issue of Draft 
Counselors' Update, interim editor Titus 
Peachey reviews current legislation and 
notes options and resources available to 
conscientious objectors. 
Currently there is no draft in the Unit-
ed States. Nevertheless, all men living in 
the United States (with the exception of 
foreigners who have temporary visas) 
are required to register with Selective 
Service within 30 days of their 18th 
birthday. 
Selective Services does not make de-
cisions about classification at the time of 
registration; thus there is no place on the 
registration form to indicate that one is a 
conscientious objector. MCC, however, 
does recommend writing somewhere on 
the form, "I am a conscientious objector 
to war," or a similar message. 
The Update notes that conscientious 
objectors should know what they believe 
Section board," says Titus Peachey. 
The crucial task of MCC constituent 
churches in the 1990s "will be to recreate 
and nurture communities of shalom," 
summarize Peacheys. "These 'alterna-
tive communities' would in essence ex-
press conscientious objection to socie-
ty's preoccupation with wealth, self-
gratification, and violence." 
Such communities, they say, would 
"honor Jesus Christ; confess idolatry 
and sin; seek forgiveness from God and 
one another; welcome the poor, the 
stranger and the enemy; discover the joy 
of simplicity and sharing; deal with con-
flict and differences constructively; model 
respect between races and genders; love 
and care for the world's children; love 
and care for God's earth." 
"We believe the Spirit of God has 
spoken to us through the listening pro-
cess," say Peacheys. "All viewpoints are 
important to consider as we continually 
seek the way of Christ in our world." 
Peacheys are preparing a summary of 
the Peace Section evaluation which will 
be sent to those who participated in the 
listening process. This report will be 
available on request from MCC U.S. 
Peace Section, P.O. Box 500, Akron, 
PA 17501-0500. Further feedback to the 
Peace Section is always welcome. • 
and give practical expression to those 
beliefs. One useful tool is the Christian 
Peacemaker Registration form, which is 
available from the Brethren in Christ 
General Secretary's office, P.O. Box 
245, Upland, CA 91785. This is modeled 
after the Selective Service Form 22, and 
asks you to articulate and document 
your beliefs about war and peace. Young 
persons are encouraged to fill out the 
forms and keep them on file with their 
congregation or in the General Secre-
tary's office. 
In addition, young persons are advised 
to solicit several letters of support re-
garding the sincerity of their position 
from their pastor, Sunday school teacher, 
employer, or others who know them 
well. While such letters may have no 
legal standing, they can add support to 
the conscientious objector claim in the 
event it is tested. 
Pastors or youth counselors desiring 
a copy of the Draft Counselors' Update 
may contact MCC, P.O. Box 500, 
Akron, PA 17501. Phone (717) 859-1151. 
"Draft Counselors' Update" reviews options 
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ummer service 
ministries 1990 
We could sense it. There was a 
restlessness a m o n g us. It was a feel-
ing, a lmost a conviction, that our 
church, the Lancaster Brethren in 
Christ, could—and should—do more 
in terms of ministry. 
N o t that we weren't serving. We 
were doing all the things all churches 
do: Sunday school, worship, clubs, 
women 's meetings, youth activities, 
VBS, small groups . . . 
But shouldn ' t we reach beyond 
our own interests and needs? Couldn't 
we do something in the communi ty 
as well? 
M a n y felt we should. Some spoke 
Martha Starr is Director of Christian 
Education of the Lancaster (Pa.) Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
their convictions. And finally a few 
plunged into the work of making it 
happen. "Summer Service Ministries, 
1990," as we called it, was a brand 
new venture stretching the capacity 
of one local church to give time and 
money to help others. 
We contacted local organizations 
committed to meeting the human 
a n d sp i r i tua l needs of pe r sons . 
"Would you like time and money?" 
we asked their administrators. (Now 
who would refuse an offer like that?) 
But, having offered them time and 
money , would our people come 
through? Did we mean it? Would we 
really live the convictions we said we 
had? 
Yes! 
And the results! 
by Martha Starr 
Eighteen persons gave a day at 
Diamond Street Communi ty Cen-
ter, a youth center in an impover-
ished part of Philadelphia: scraping 
paint, welding, cleaning the health 
center, t ransport ing steel sheeting 
and hoisting it to the third floor, 
preparing concrete for flooring, doing 
office work and writing a fundrais-
ing letter. 
Nine persons helped a local Com-
munity Services P rogram client con-
fined to a wheelchair move into her 
own apar tment : cleaning, sorting 
household goods, installing blinds, 
hanging a ceiling fan, moving furni-
ture. 
Eleven persons worked at Beth 
Shalom, a Lancaster home for unwed 
teenage mothers: constructing a door-
Ceiling work at Riv-
erside Chapel, Fort 
Erie, Ontario 
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way, moving furni ture , sorting baby 
clothes, cleaning, assembling a swing 
set. 
Twenty- two persons gave one or 
more days at P a x t o n Street H o m e 
fo r the needy in Harrisburg: remod-
eling a b a t h r o o m , painting, scrub-
bing ovens and toilets, washing win-
dows, felling trees, t r imming shrub-
bery. 
Eighteen persons worked for Habi-
tat for Human i ty at the Wooden 
Nickel, a fo rmer drug-dealing bar in 
Lancaster: painting, hanging drywall, 
replacing a basement beam, sledge-
hammering concrete, preparing walls 
for spackling. 
In addi t ion to the local projects, 
five youth and our youth director 
spent a week at Riverside Chapel in 
Ontar io , Canada . They scored and 
hung drywall in the classrooms of 
the new church under construction. 
In all, 68 persons gave one or 
more days of service. They repre-
sented 21 percent of the youth and 
adults of our church. A total of 488 
person-hours of labor were donated 
and $4,000 was given to the ministries. 
But (some of us wondered), would 
all this t ime and effor t given outside 
the church deplete the reservoir of 
time and effort available for our 
p rograms inside the church? 
No! Instead, more people than 
ever were willing to help with the fall 
Christian educat ion programs. By 
the end of August , every position 
was filled. 
But that shouldn ' t be surprising. 
Giving brings joy, and joy blossoms 
into a willingness to serve even more. 
Your church can do it, too. Begin 
now to plan your own S u m m e r Ser-
vice Ministries, 1991. • 
Top—Trimming shrubs at Paxton Street 
Home, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Middle—Cutting aluminum at Diamond 
Street Community Center, Philadelphia. 
Lower— Building a doorway at Beth Sha-
lom, Lancaster. 
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&od at work in our world 
Joy in long-term service 
John Graybill—Japan 
Thank you for praying. In answer to 
your faithful prayers, God again showed 
his faithfulness in so many ways. A few 
examples. 
1. Our daughter Barbara came to 
visit us for five weeks. Since she is an 
artist living and working in New York 
City, she brought along 24 pieces of her 
work to display in Tokyo and Nagoya. 
We had two mini exhibitions. Her work 
was very well received by the Japanese, 
and to our surprise, most of the pieces 
were sold. Several people said, "By look-
ing at her art, one can tell she was reared 
in Japan since her work communicates 
to the heart of the Japanese." 
2. The 25th anniversary celebrations 
in Tokyo were great. Attendance was 
super and we saw many old-time faces 
from past years. Remember on past fur-
loughs we mentioned Mrs. Kanazawa 
who wanted to go to church on Sundays 
but her unsaved husband often hid the 
car keys to prevent her going, so she 
walked? Now she is sick in the hospital 
but her husband came to all three meet-
ings, which was the first time for him 
ever to enter a church or attend a Chris-
tian meeting. 
3. Mrs. Koeki was our neighbor 25 
years ago but she never accepted our 
invitation to go to church. She too came 
to two of these sessions, which was her 
first time to enter a Christian meeting. 
Please pray for the salvation of both of 
these folk plus the many more who 
attended and are not saved. 
4. Remember the lady here in Nagoya 
who told Lucille, "111 never become a 
Christian"? But she did a year later and 
is now praying for the salvation of her 
family. Last Saturday in our special fall 
evangelistic meeting, Mr. Mio attended 
the rally with his wife, and that was his 
first time inside a church building. 
5. Yesterday we had another surprise. 
In the midst of a storm, Mrs. Nakamura 
went shopping at our supermarket (from 
10:00 a.m.-noon, there are special sales) 
and seeing the church sign at the entrance, 
"Something," she says, gave her a desire 
to go upstairs and enter our service. She 
made a decision to accept the Lord dur-
16 
ing the invitation. At the door she told 
Rev. Soma with tears in her eyes, "This 
was the first time I ever was at church, 
the first time I read a Bible, and the first 
time I heard about Jesus. I want to 
become his follower." 
6. October 7th will be the completion 
of seven years of Christian witness for 
our church here in Nagoya. We now 
have 49 adult members and a newly 
selected church board which was com-
missioned among much praise and 
thanksgiving. Please pray for their dedi-
cated service and witness. 
7. Lucille just came with the news 
that our neighbor called requesting us to 
speak to the community children's meet-
ing on December 16th concerning the 
true meaning of Christmas. What an 
open door for ministry! God is faithful. 
A missionary family 
returning to serve 
Darlyss Kipe—Zambia 
We have all been keeping busy since 
our return. Hylton (9 yrs.) and Shaun (7 
yrs.) are back at school (they began the 
week after we returned). They jumped 
right into their routine and began prac-
ticing for their annual sports day. This is 
a highlight of the school year for both 
boys. Pray for them that they may show 
Jesus' love to the other students at their 
school. Few, if any, of the children are 
Christians or come from Christian 
homes. It is a wide-open mission field. 
Nicholas (5 yrs.) is Mommy's helper 
at home. He has proved to be superb at 
entertaining baby Andrea and manages 
to get many laughs from her. When ev-
eryone has tired of looking after her 
while Mommy's busy, Nick usually 
comes through with enthusiasm. 
Ray has his hands in numerous dif-
ferent areas as usual. He has been teach-
ing, pulling up water pumps, repairing 
vehicles, renovating an apartment, sit-
ting in committee meetings, coaching 
the school basketball team, taking his 
boys fishing, and on and on it goes! 
Most recently he and Darlyss have been 
counseling with good friends who are 
having marital problems. The couple 
are Christians but have grown apart and 
need guidance. Please pray for this cou-
ple. They have the opportunity to be a 
real witness to other married couples 
because in spite of their differences they 
have remained faithful to one another— 
something extremely unusual even 
among Christian couples in Zambia. 
I have been trying to get the house in 
order after having been gone for six 
months. In the next week or two I plan 
to begin Good News Club again after 
having had a break for almost a year. 
The new school term has just begun 
and many times we become so busy that 
our priorities tend to get mixed up. We 
begin to feel as though we are racing 




thing of eternal value. Please pray that 
as the weeks and months pass by we will 
be sensitive to God's leading in knowing 
what activities really need to be done 
and what can wait. 
A valuable lesson 
Shirley Johnson— Thailand 
A few Sundays ago, on my way to 
visit Brubakers, my purse was stolen. It 
only took seconds. I called in Thai for 
help, but seconds is seconds too late. I 
lost approximately $500 all together. I 
had recently been to the bank and lost 
cash, a two-week-old Walkman recorder, 
my glasses, house and work keys, identi-
fication, all the letters I had written the 
previous days, and a very encouraging 
letter from a fellow educator that 1 
tucked away safely in my wallet. It 
expressed her faith in my teaching and 
meant so much to me. All gone. I was 
just sick about it. 
After two hours of waiting, the police 
didn't even want to take my name. They 
were going to send me home by motor-
cycle. I finally suggested maybe I should 
fill out a report and one policeman was 
kind enough to try and then take me to 
buy new house locks. I borrowed from 
Becky to buy the locks and glasses that 
evening. I d idn ' t make it out to 
Brubakers. 
The next day at school, I got a call 
from a shopping center halfway across 
town. My purse had been found. I 
picked it up after school (one and a half 
hours' wait to get it) and found the 
thieves took the money, wallet, tape 
recorder, tapes, fingernail clipper, wet 
wipes, and hanky. I was appreciative 
that they returned the other things, 
especially the glasses. Ironic . . . a loss 
of $300, but I was so happy "he" 
returned my letter from the fellow edu-
cator. You know, I said to myself, it is 
not the money that is important; it is the 
faith that we have in others and taking 
the time to express that faith. A valuable 
lesson. I was reminded of Matthew 6:20-
21: "But store up . . . treasures in 
heaven, where . . . thieves do not 
. . . steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. • 
Honduras 
• 
In the beginning. . . 
by Jose Leon Herrera 
I came f r o m Nicaragua, arriving 
in Tegucigalpa, Honduras in Febru-
ary of 1989. The first task u p o n 
arriving was to find a house suitable 
for my family's needs. With the help 
of my Nor th American brothers 
(Marsha l l Poe and Roy Sider) we 
began the search fo r a house. We 
looked diligently, but finding a house 
immediately seemed impossible. 
While traveling on the airplane 
f r o m Nicaragua to Honduras , I had 
felt a trust in the Lord, confident 
that he would provide my family's 
needs. Tha t t rust would help to sus-
tain me in our search for a home. 
Jose-Leon Herrera began with planting 
one church, and now there arefive preaching 
points in Honduras, each one having the 
assistance of 'local leadership. 
We looked into the possibilities of 
renting a house, but the costs in 
some instances were above what we 
were able to give. Realizing the 
expenses would be a considerable 
burden , we prayed, asking the Lord 
to show us his provision. 
I must admit that after looking for 
a house with no possibilities in sight, 
I was feeling discouraged. I felt as if I 
had worked hard for nothing as I 
encountered these conflicts. But then, 
little by little there seemed to be 
proof that my arrival in Honduras 
was God's plan. I began to think 
abou t the people of Honduras who 
needed to know the gospel, and I 
realized that the source of my sup-
por t comes f r o m the t ru th of the 
gospel. After realizing that I must 
share the gospel with these lost souls, 
the blessings began. 
A house was located with a com-
fortable rent requirement. Thanks 
be to God! I knew that this would be 
a house for a new church, a house for 
many people—the majori ty being 
Cathol ic—to hear the good news of 
the gospel. 
At first, it was difficult to com-
municate to people that lived in the 
area of our new home because of 
their traditional religious beliefs. But, 
little by little, people began to listen 
to me, and little by little people 
began to give their lives to our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. Praise be to God! 
Wi thout a doub t , I know that this 
is the work that God has called me to 
do, to preach the good news of Jesus 
Christ to the lost in this world. The 
Savior is working here in Honduras 
in a very special and mighty way! 
Thanks be to God! • 
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Ten scriptural themes 
for ecological living 
by Art Meyer 
In these days of global environmental 
crisis, Christians have a reliable resource 
to guide them in ecological living. It is 
the Bible. 
The Bible is filled with instructions on 
how people should live and how they 
should care for and respect the creation. 
Reading it should inspire and motivate 
us to act responsibly toward creation. 
Here are 10 themes for ecological liv-
ing found in the Scriptures. Each is 
accompanied by an illustrating Scrip-
ture. These can guide Christians who 
want to act responsibly on today's en-
vironmental issues. 
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1. God's wonderful creation is good. 
In the biblical account of creation 
recorded in Genesis 1, we read that after 
each major creative act, God rested and 
"saw that it was good." Verse 31 says, 
"God saw all that he had made, and it 
was very good." 
2. God instructed his highest creation 
(humankind) to tend creation. "The 
Lord God took the man and put him in 
the Garden of Eden to work it and take 
care of it" (Genesis 2:15). 
3. The land is God's. "The land must 
not be sold permanently because the 
land is mine and you are but aliens and 
my tenants" (Leviticus 25:23-24). After 
humankind's fall from the garden. God 
made covenants with Noah and with 
Israel, asking them to care for creation 
(the land) among other things. 
4. Humankind has been charged with 
the opportunity and responsibility of 
being earthkeepers. Psalm 8:6 says "You 
have made him ruler over the works of 
your hands; you have put everything 
under his feet." This same theme is 
repeated throughout the Psalms and 
elsewhere. 
5. God owns the earth. "The earth is 
the Lord's and everything in it, the 
world, and all who live in it" (Psalm 
24:1). 
6. God is concerned about and cares 
for the creation. Psalm 104 is on this 
theme. For example: "The trees of the 
Lord are well watered. . . . There the 
birds make their nests. . . . The high 
mountains belong to the wild goats." 
7. God's creation, now disturbed by 
human sin, will one day be restored. 
"The creation itself will be liberated 
from its bondage to decay and brought 
into the glorious freedom of the children 
of God"(Romans 8:21). Christians have 
a unique opportunity and challenge to 
participate in the earth's restoration as 
described here by Paul. 
8. Jesus has participated in the crea-
tion from the beginning and will be 
involved in its restoration. Colossians 
l:15ff, "He (Christ) is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn over all crea-
tion. For by him all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth. . . . 
For God was pleased to have all his 
fullness dwell in him and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things." 
9. Since Jesus was with God in creat-
ing the world, he is concerned about its 
proper care. "He (Christ) was with God 
in the beginning. Through him all things 
were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. In him was 
life, and that life was the light of men" 
(John 1:2-3). 
10. All things in creation will be 
renewed. Rev. 21:5, "He who was seated 
on the throne said, 'I am making every-
thing new! . . . Write this down, for 
these words are trustworthy and true.' " 
These Scriptures give us a sound basis 
for making ecological decisions about 
lifestyle and the environment. May each 
of us accept the challenge to help restore 
God's good creation. • 
Art Meyer, with MCC's U.S. Global Edu-
cation office, lives in Fresno, Ohio. 
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Upland Manor has an opening for a house parent. This is a voluntary 
service position, and could be filled by either a single person or a husband/ 
wife couple. For more information, contact J. Ralph Wenger, Manager; 
Upland Manor; 1125 W. Arrow Highway; Upland, CA 91786. 
A Christian, married couple is needed to work as residential managers in a 
group home for developmentally disabled adults in Central Pennsylvania. In 
addition to providing daily supervision of residents, the position includes 
planning and implementing individual goals. Preferably one spouse will have 
a degree in the human services field. Experience with developmentally dis-
abled is helpful. In addition to salary and benefits, room and board is 
provided (private apartment). For more information, contact Angie Peter-
sheim, Exec. Dir.; C.R.O.S.S. Inc.; 712 Pinola Rd.; Shippensburg, PA 17257; 
phone (717) 530-1788. 
Immediate opening for Director of Member Services, Mennonite Health 
Services, Akron, Pa. Starting date negotiable. Provide direction and adminis-
trative services to health and welfare institutions; develop and execute pro-
grams of administrative consultation and contracted management services for 
member institutions. Executive experience and Master's degree in healthcare 
administration preferred. Strong leadership skills and Mennonite, Brethren in 
Christ, or Church of the Brethren affiliation are essential. Detailed job 
description provided on request. Contact Carl L. Good, Exec. Dir.; Menno-
nite Health Services; Box 500; Akron, PA 17501 -0500; phone (717) 859-1151. 
A special conference is being planned by Mennonite Economic Develop-
ment Associates (MEDA) and the Kansas MEDA chapter Feb. 21-23 in 
Hesston, Kan. Titled "Creating A Future for the Family and the Business," 
the conference will look at the characteristics and challenges of a family 
business as well as management succession, power conflicts, generational 
differences and financial/legal implications of family business perpetuation. 
Resource people will be Dennis Koehn, a management consultant from 
Goshen, Ind.; Len Geiser, professor of business and director of the Family 
Business Studies Program at Goshen College; and attorney Calvin Wiebe. 
For more information contact the U.S. MEDA office at 12 Greenfield Rd., 




The Abundant Life congregation, Uniontown, 
Pa., presented their cantata , "Long Awaited 
Promised King" at six semi-formal dinner con-
certs Nov. 30, Dec. 3, 5, 6, 7, and 12. • On Nov. 9, 
Judy and Leroy Eberly f rom Pharr, Tx., shared 
with the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, 
Pa., how much the sewing circle items are appre-
ciated by people in Mexico. On Nov. 18, there was 
a dedication service for new hymnals, piano, and 
handbells. • Jane Funk was speaker for the 
Antrim congregation, Chambersburg, Nov. 26 
Ladies Night Out. • The Canoe Creek congrega-
tion, Hollidaysburg, Pa., had Dec. 2-5 spiritual life 
meetings with Henry Ginder. • On Dec. 2, the 
Chambersburg church had an open house and 
fireside caroling. • The Fairview Ave. congrega-
tion, Waynesboro, Pa., has gone to first and third 
Sunday night I N S P I R E ( I Need Scripture, Praise, 
Inspirat ional , Renewal, and Encouragement) 
meetings, and second and fourth Sunday home 
care groups. The congregation viewed the film "A 
Man Called Norman" on Nov. 18. 
During the Nov. 4 missions conference at the 
Five Forks church, Waynesboro, Pa., the congre-
gation made phone calls to the Ray Kipes in Africa 
and the Orville Hades in Bangladesh. Revival ser-
vices were Nov. 21 -28 with Charles Norman. • The 
Home Builders class of the Hollowell church, 
Waynesboro, had a Nov. 10 international progres-
sive dinner which included singing thanks cho-
ruses, meditations on Psalm 105:1. and decorating 
a cut-and-paste turkey with Scriptures of thanks-
giving. • Henry Ginder led special services Nov. 
25-28 for the Iron Springs congregation, Fairfield, 
Pa. • New Life for Girls gave an evening program 
Nov. 11 for the Montgomery congregation, Mer-
cersburg, Pa. 
Darrell Potteiger was installed Nov. 4 as youth 
pastor of the Mowersville congregation, New-
burg, Pa. Kermit Farlow led 10 days of revival 
meetings Nov. 9-18. • The topic for the Nov. 18 
evening service of the New Guilford congregation, 
Chambersburg. Pa., was AIDS—how Christians 
should respond. Dr. John Spurrier presided. The 
church welcomed seven new members on Nov. 11. 
• The South Mountain congregation, Shippens-
burg. Pa., started a Bible club for grades 1-6 on 
Dec. 5. • The Van Lear congregation, Williams-
port, Md., hosted the youth group puppet and 
drama teams of the Fairview Ave. church on the 
evening of Youth Sunday, Nov. 18. The fifteenth 
anniversary celebration was Nov. 25. 
Atlantic Conference 
George and Ethel Bundy spoke in late October 
about the Navajo Mission to the Conoy congrega-
tion, Elizabethtown, Pa. • On Nov. 18, Pete and 
M im Stern and Marvin and Ruth Powers spoke to 
the Cross Roads congregation. Mount Joy, Pa., 
about their work with international students. • 
The Elizabethtown congregation hosted a new-
comers' tea on Nov. 11 during the Sunday school 
fellowship time. On Nov. 18. Bishop Hoffman 
spoke to the congregation about his book. Secret 
of the Harvest. • On Dec. 2, the Fairland congre-
gation, Cleona, Pa., had "Alive Christmas Cap-
ers," an afternoon of craft workshops, church dec-
orating, and a buffet supper. • Woody Dalton was 
speaker on Nov. 3 for a couples' banquet of the 
Fellowship Chapel congregation, Bronx, N.Y., 
then for four days of revival services. Four new 
members joined the church recently. 
On their Nov. 11 Talent Night, members of the 
Free Grace congregation, Millersburg, Pa., shared 
anything from music to poetry to stitchery. • The 
Hershey, Pa., congregation shares that each fourth 
Sunday they have an intergenerational Sunday 
school hour. A recent one focused on the church 
planting mission in London. • Nancy Peterman. 
missionary to Colombia, spoke on Nov. 11 to the 
Hummelstown, Pa., congregation. A group from 
Paxton Street Home gave a Christmas program 
Nov. 25. • On Nov. 11 the HIS Quartet shared an 
hour of testimony and music after a Thanksgiving 
dinner with the Hunlock Creek, Pa., congregation. 
The Lancaster, Pa., congregation had a Nov. 
family life conference with Dan Houck, Bishop 
Hoffman, Chris Albright, and Rick Chrisman. On 
Nov. 18, the youth raised funds for YouthQuest 90 
with a noon meal. • MCC workers in Hungary. 
Joe and Julie Miller, spoke in the Nov. 11 morning 
service of the Manor church, Mountville, Pa. • 
Missionary to Colombia, Nancy Peterman, spoke 
on Nov. 18 to the Mastersonville congregation, 
Manheim, Pa. The clubs program sold subs on 
Nov. 8. • The Millersville, Pa., congregation 
recently had an evening service introducing Bible 
quizzing to the members. Henry Hostetter spoke 
in a Nov. 18 service. • Nov. 11 was communion 
Sunday at the Mt. Pleasant church. Mount Joy, 
Pa. Park Lefever also spoke about the Gideon 
ministry. 
Cynthia Lindsey from Messiah College shared 
Tom Good begins 
one-year Intermenno 
term in Germany 
Tom Good, of Upland, Calif., has 
begun a one-year term with the Inter-
menno program at Worms, West 
Germany. 
He will be working as a farmhand for 
the first six months, and probably will 
move to another placement in the same 
country for the second half of the year. 
He is one of 39 North American 
young people who have begun a year in 
Europe with the one-year exchange pro-
gram administered by the Intermenno 
Trainee Committee of Europe. Young 
people in the program spend a year in 
Europe, working and living with Euro-
pean Mennonites, learning to know 
Europeans firsthand. Most young peo-
ple spend six months each at two 
locations. 
Becky Kreider 
begins New Orleans 
MCC assignment 
Becky Kreider of Lancaster, Pa., is 
beginning a two-year MCC assignment 
in New Orleans, La., where she will 
work as a respiratory therapist at Char-
ity Hospital. 
Kreider received a bachelor's degree 
in biology from Messiah College in 
Grantham, Pa., and a certificate in res-
piratory therapy from Millersville (Pa.) 
University. She was last employed as a 
respiratory therapist at St. Joseph's 
Hospital in Lancaster. 
Kreider is a member of Lancaster 
Brethren in Christ Church. Her parents 
are Ethel and John Kreider of Lancaster. 
MCC is the service, development and 
relief agency for North American Men-
onites and Brethren in Christ. Each year 
about 475 people enter MCC assign-
ments in any of 56 countries in North 
America, Asia, Africa, Europe, the Mid-
dle East or Latin America. Currently 
about 1,000 MCC workers serve in such 
assignments as community development, 
education, health, food production, 
emergency response and administration. 
Many workers are placed in assign-
ments where they work directly with 
local churches or community groups. 
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her music ministry on Nov. 18 with the New Cov-
enant congregation, Quakertown, Pa. • Beginning 
in November, the Palmyra, Pa., congregation is 
providing bulletin board space for members to 
publicly praise God or another member of the 
congregation. • The Pequea congregation, Lan-
caster, Pa., received 17 members on Nov. 11. 
Lloyd Bowman, volunteer with Lancaster Media-
tion Center, spoke after a Nov. 18 fellowship meal. 
• Sheron Brunner, Director of LifeLine Minis-
tries, spoke Nov. 11 to the Refton, Pa., congrega-
tion. Coping with death was the topic for the 
November meetings of Sonshine X Coffee. 
The Nov. 11 evening service of the Skyline View 
congregation, Harrisburg, Pa., focused on the 
Pioneer Clubs program. • On Nov. 17, seven 
youth and leaders of the Souderton, Pa., congre-
gation participated in the Fall workday at Ken-
brook Bible Camp. • The Stowe, Pa., congrega-
tion planned a Nov. 17 dinner for community 
folks. • Nov. 11 was membership Sunday for the 
Summit View congregation. New Holland, Pa., 
with an evening concert by the Gap Male Chorus. 
Allan Mummert spoke on Nov. 25. 
Canadian Conference 
Lynda Kelly preached Nov. 25 at the Bridle-
wood church, Agincourt. Ont. A bake sale was 
held Dec. 1. • The music group Double Portion 
ministered on Nov. 4 to the Delisle, Sask., church. 
The ladies attended a retreat in Saskatoon on Nov. 
23-25. • Karl Fretz spoke Nov. 4 to the Heise Hill 
congregation, Gormley, Ont., about his trip to 
Nicaragua. A missions rally was held Nov. 18 with 
Roy and Dorothy Sider and soloist Ralph Sider. • 
The Kindersley, Sask., congregation received four 
new members in late October. On Nov. 11, Nancy 
Heisey shared a report on the worldwide minis-
tries of MCC. • Two topics of study for the North 
East Community church, Calgary. Alb., for the 
Fall w e r e ' i Hate Witnessing," and "Soul Search," 
a study of Ecclesiastes. 
The Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation had a Nov. 
2-4 seminar on spiritual warfare. Harvey Sider 
spoke on Nov. 11. • On Nov. 15 the Port Col-
borne, Ont., church had a Christian education 
appreciation dinner for Sunday school and 
A W A N A workers. Three were baptized on Nov. 
11. • The Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, 
Ont., hosted the second annual peace churches 
gathering on Nov. 11. The congregation combined 
with the Springvale, Ont., church on Nov. 18 for a 
praise and song service. • Musicians of the Sherk-
ston, Ont., congregation added their talents on 
Dec. 9 to a birthday party for Jesus. 
On Dec. 2 and 9, the Upper Oaks congregation, 
Oakville, Ont., saw the two-part film "Molder of 
Dreams ."* Guests for the Nov. 2-4 missions con-
ference of the Wainfleet, Ont., congregation were 
Pete and Mim Stern, Joyce Peterman, and Tim 
Fretz. Highlights were a flag parade in the Sunday 
morning service, and a children's program led by 
Karen Bonisteel. • The Welland, Ont. congrega-
tion celebrated its 70th anniversary on Nov. 4. • In 
late October, Elroy and Rhoda Cober spoke to the 
Westheights congregation. Kitchener, Ont., of 
their three years of service under MCC in Zambia. 
Central Conference 
The Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, 
collected summer weight clothing in November 
for M C C distribution in Nicaragua. • On Dec. 1, 
the ladies fellowship of the Ashland, Ohio, church 
met at Perkins for breakfast, then explored nearby 
shops. • On Nov. 13, George and Ethel Bundy 
shared with the Bethel congregation, Merrill, 
Mich., about their work at Navajo Mission. • 
Kenneth R. Smith of Ontario led evangelistic ser-
vices in mid-November for the Beulah Chapel 
congregation, Springfield, Ohio. • On the evening 
of Nov. 18, the Christian Union congregation, 
Garrett, Ind., had an informal dialogue with Pas-
tor Whittington about church practices and doc-
trines. 
On Nov. 3-7, the Fairview congregation, Engle-
wood, Ohio, heard revival sermons from General 
Secretary Don Shafer. In November, two were 
baptized and three others received as members. • 
A group of 10 youth and 3 adults from the High-
land congregation. West Milton, Ohio, traveled to 
Kentucky on Nov. 9-10 to help serve a Thanksgiv-
ing meal and do some repair work. Ten new 
members were received on Dec. 16. • Oct. 14 was 
installation day for John P. Walker as pastor of 
the Lakeview church. Goodrich, Mich. The con-
gregation observed Peace Sunday on Nov. 11 with 
a special sermon and prayer for the Middle East. 
More than 90 persons attended a Nov. 18 Harvest 
Dinner. 
On Nov. 8, the women's fellowship of the Nap-
panee, Ind., congregation enjoyed a cake decorat-
ing demonstration. The Fall Council resulted in 
the decision to remove the sanctuary partitions to 
expand seating capacity. • The Central Confer-
ence BECP and the people of the Peace Chapel 
congregation. Ravenna, Ohio, raised $3,300 to 
pay for a new roof. • The Pleasant Hill, Ohio, 
congregation hosted a Nov. 9-10 MCC Self Help 
crafts bazaar and youth bake sale. • On Nov. 16. 
the Sippo Valley, Massillon, Ohio, adult fellow-
ship enjoyed an Italian restaurant meal and games 
afterward. • The Union Grove congregation, New 
Paris, Ind.. planned a night of caroling on Dec. 19. 
Midwest Conference 
Leroy Decker from McPherson spoke on Nov. 
18 in the evening to the Abilene, Kan., congrega-
tion. In November, the Abilene and Zion congre-
gations combined for a baptismal service—four 
persons from the Abilene congregation and two 
f rom Zion. • Pastor Eberhard of the Mound Park 
congregation, Dallas Center, Iowa, was speaker at 
the community Thanksgiving service at the Church 
of the Brethren. • The Rosebank congregation, 
Hope. Kan., reports growth in its Wednesday 
night service attendance. An open house at the 
parsonage was held Nov. 4. • Songwriter and 
singer Candi Christopher was in concert Nov. 28 
at the Zion church, Abilene, Kan. The youth 
hosted a fundraiser chili supper on Dec. 1. 
Pacific Conference 
The Chino, Calif., church hosted the annual 
regional Christmas carol sing on Nov. 25. • Ralph 
Wenger has been serving as pulpit pastor of the 
Ontario, Calif., church during its search for new 
pastoral leadership. • The Pacific Highway church, 
Salem, Ore., organized in November 1950 as Lab-
ish Brethren in Christ Church by Benjamin and 
Priscilla Books, commemorated 40 years of minis-
try on Nov. 11 with Sunday school, morning wor-
ship, a luncheon, afternoon service, an Hispanic 
service, and an evening prayer meeting. Three 
charter members, still active in the congregation, 
were recognized: Edna Robison, and Mina and 
George Williams. Former Bishop Ralph and Mrs. 
Joan Wenger sent video greetings. Letters were 
read f rom Glenn Ginder, Warren Hoffman, Stan 
Norman, and Louis Cober. 
The Riverside, Calif., congregation had a Fall 
retreat Nov. 9-11 at Mile High Pines Camp. It 
offered a variety of workshops and rejuvenation in 
the cool, smog-free mountain air. • On Nov. 17. 
youth of the Upland, Calif., congregation earned 
S12 per person and a bus ride to ABC studios to 
watch the taping of a game show. The youth were 
raising money to fly to YouthQuest '90. The con-
gregation hosted the Nov. 17 Pacific Conference 
BECP church growth dinner on the theme "New 
Horizons: Uniting our visions for outreach in the 
1990s." 
Southeast Conference 
The Campbellsville, Ky„ congregation had Nov. 
9-11 revival services with George Green. • Pastor 
Audie Gaddis of the Dayspring Covenant congre-
gation, Harrisonburg, Va., has resigned effective 
Dec. 31. He will be employed in business in the 
immediate future. • The Holden Park congrega-
tion, Orlando, Fla., had a church growth seminar 
with J.V. Morsch in early November. The youth 
held a spaghetti supper fundraiser on Nov. 30. • 
On November 25, the Winchester, Va., congrega-
tion watched the Brethren in Christ video on stew-
ardship featuring E. Morris Sider, Merle Bru-
baker, and Alvin Burkholder. 
Susquehanna Conference 
"Walking beside the developmentally disabled" 
was the theme of a ladies'brunch Nov. 8 hosted by 
the Big Valley church, Belleville, Pa. • Five were 
baptized Nov. 18 into the Carlisle, Pa., congrega-
tion. They recently viewed the Howard Hendricks 
video, "Living by the Book." • The Cedar Grove 
congregation, Mifflintown, Pa., celebrated its 14th 
anniversary on Nov. 18. Former pastor f rom 1958-
1962 Paul Hess preached in the morning service 
and Eddie Piper provided music in morning and 
evening services. • The Colyer church, Centre 
Hall, Pa., had a harvest home service on Nov. 18, 
with food items displayed during the worship 
service. 
The play "Voices of Indecision" was given dur-
ing the 9:00 hour on Sunday morning as part of 
the Nov. 17-18 missions conference of the Cum-
berland Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa. Afterward 
followed a dialogue with missionaries about the 
real-life struggles connected with a life of obe-
dience. • The Dillsburg congregation had a Nov. 
18 missions service patterned after a typical Zam-
bian Brethren in Christ service. It was directed by 
Phil and Elaine Thuma, John and Esther Spurrier, 
and John Fries. • The Fairview congregation, 
Reesers Summit. Pa., broke ground for an addi-
tion on Nov. 25. Anyone donating $ 100 could turn 
a shovel of sod with the same shovel used 37 years 
ago for like purpose. 
The Grantham, Pa., congregation is participat-
ing in Prison Fellowship's Angel Tree Program by 
buying and delivering Christmas gifts to children 
while mom or dad is in prison. • The Praise Sing-
ers f rom Penn View Bible Institute gave a program 
on Nov. 18 for the Jemison Valley congregation, 
Westfield. Pa. • The Marsh Creek congregation, 
Howard, Pa., had a Pie and Praise Service on 
Nov. 25, as they "counted their blessings, naming 
them one by one." • The church board of the 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation has targeted 
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March 1991 for groundbreaking for a new church, 
and is recommending creation of a part-time 
Director of Children's Ministries staff position. 
The Messiah Village congregation, Mechanics-
burg, Pa., saw the film "From Darkness to Light" 
on Nov. 23. Produced by Chester Wingert and set 
in Zimbabwe, it depicted the changes made by the 
gospel of the life of an African girl. • The Redland 
Valley church, York Haven, Pa., had a Nov. 9-11 
couples' retreat with speakers Ted and Nancy 
Johnson. A Nov. 20 pre-Thanksgiving service was 
led by seminarians Dale Brantner and John Mel-
horn. • On Nov. 18 at the Wesley church, Mt. 
Holly Springs, Pa., Ernest Dohner presented the 
message "Thanks for the memories—of 50 years 
following the Lord's leadings" on the 50th anni-
versary of his ordination. 
The Visitor requests that all correspondents 
who send in bulletins please highlight the 
items they feel are newsworthy. This espe-
cially applies to congregations who have 
numerous pages of inserts with their bulle-
tins. All news items are due in Nappanee by 
the first day of each month. 
For the Record 
Births 
Benedict: Kayla Grace, Nov. 9, 1990; Eugene 
and Joyce (Egolf) Benedict, Five Forks congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Brown: Tia Louise, Oct. 18, 1990: Robert and 
Gloria (Troutman) Brown, Free Grace congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Crumb: Stephanie Arminda Lucille. Oct. 18; 
1990; Thomas and Kristine(Sider) Crumb, Wain-
fleet congregation, Ont. 
Eshleman: John Daniel, Nov. 6, 1990; Dennis 
and Deirdre Eshleman, Fairland congregation. 
Pa. 
Forry: Darin Michael, Nov. 3, 1990; Gary and 
Lynne (Mullins) Forry, Pleasant Hill congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Goodfellow: Melanie Lynn, Nov. 13, 1990; 
Steve and Kim (Switzer) Goodfellow, Upper Oaks 
congregation, Ont. 
Graybill: Vanessa Ann, Nov. 18, 1990; Robert 
and Samantha (Thompson) Graybill, Palmyra 
congregation. Pa. 
Hanns: Kaitlin Victoria Leigh, Aug. 16, 1990; 
chosen daughter of Stephen and Karla (Main) 
Hanns, Welland congregation, Ont. 
Harper: Stephen Powell, Nov. 1,1990; Joe and 
Cheryl Harper, Holden Park congregation. Fla. 
Kennedy: Eric Brian, July 16, 1990; Duaneand 
Pamela (Straus) Kennedy, Westheights congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Leer: Megan Marie, Nov. 10,1990; Jeffrey and 
Yolanda Leer, Manor congregation. Pa. 
MaeSweyn: Meagan Nicole, Oct. 18, 1990; 
Kenneth and Jennifer MaeSweyn, Bertie congre-
gation, Ont. 
Massie: Emily Rose. Nov. 2,1990; Willard and 
Angela (Sanchez) Massie, Five Forks congrega-
tion, Pa. 
McBeth: Shannon Noelle, Oct. 24, 1990; Stan-
ley and Teresa (Gift) McBeth, Chambersburg 
congregation, Pa. 
McCoy: Joseph Daniel, Nov. 12, 1990; John 
and Jane (Rutt) McCoy. Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Miller: Alexander Jacob, Oct. 26, 1990; R. 
Larry and Bonita (Ober) Miller, Manor congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Moffat: Matthew Johnston, Oct. 25, 1990; 
Brian and Kelly Moffat, Heise Hill congregation, 
Ont. 
Moomaw: Michael Curtis, Nov. 12, 1990; 
Michael and Sharon (Hock) Moomaw, Mt. Rock 
congregation, Pa. 
Murphy: Bryn Allison, Oct. 29,1990; John and 
Cathy (Brosius) Murphy, Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
O'Neill: Shannon Tara, Sept. 8,1990; Sean and 
Tara O'Neill, Westheights congregation, Ont. 
Ovalle: Sergio Eric, Nov. 8, 1990; Sergio and 
Martha (Henninger) Ovalle, Free Grace congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Page: Laura Marie, Nov. 9, 1990; Rod and 
Rita Page, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Ressler: Zachary Marlin Daniel, Nov. 1, 1990; 
Dan and Barb Ressler, Heise Hill congregation, 
Ont. 
Short: Jessica Lynn, Nov. 25,1990; Randy and 
Debra (Shetterly) Short, Free Grace congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Templin: JanessaJo .Nov. 10, 1990;Jamesand 
Joanne (Tice) Templin, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Wideman: Matthew, Oct. 23; Ron and Joan 
(Hamilton) Wideman, Heise Hill congregation, 
Ont. 
Zimmerman: Colby Daniel, Nov. 6, 1990; 
Richard and Luanna (Stroup) Zimmerman, Free 
Grace congregation. Pa. 
Weddings 
Everhart-Wheland: Dawn Marie, daughter of 
Donald and Margaret Wheland, and Perry Grant, 
son of Ronald and Barb Everhart. Sept. 8, 1990, at 
the Williamsburg Church of God. 
Ferguson-Harris: Angela Jo, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Larry Harris, Port Royal, Pa., and Far-
ley Lavonne, son of M r. and M rs. Fred Ferguson, 
Thompsontown, Pa., Nov. 10, 1990, at the Cedar 
Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. M. 
Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Fisher-Klase: Judy Angela, daughter of Robert 
1. and the late C. Marlene Klase, Lancaster, Pa., 
and Jay Edward, son of Abram and Nancy Fisher, 
Lancaster, Dec. 1, 1990, at the Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz 
officiating. 
Gibble-Meyers: Ruth Meyers and Ray Gibble, 
June 23,1990, at the bride's home with Rev. Curtis 
Bryant officiating. 
Glunt-Bubb: Tobi SueEllen Bubb and Glen 
Glunt, Sept. 1, 1990, at the Colyer Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. William T. Fetrow 
officiating. 
Graybill-Thompson: Samantha Louise Thomp-
son, daughter of Terry and Dawn Orlando. Pal-
myra, Pa., and Robert E., Jr . , son of Robert and 
Marilyn Graybill, Palmyra, Aug. 25, 1990, at the 
Palmyra Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Marlin E. Zook officiating. 
Grissinger-Shannon: Rose Marie, daughter of 
Richard and Rhoda Shannon, Chambersburg, 
Pa., and Gary Ernest, son of E. Wayne and Esther 
Grissinger, Oct. 20, 1990, at the Chambersburg 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Doug 
Kelchner officiating. 
Harshman-Harshbarger: Lori Harshbarger and 
Ben Harshman, Sept. 22, 1990, at the Highland 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Clark Miller 
officiating. 
Hykes-Alexander: Angela Estelle, daughter of 
Allen and Betty Alexander, Hagerstown, Md., 
and Christopher Lee, son of Harry and Sharon 
Hy' eencastle, Pa., Dec. 1, 1990, at the Hol-
lowell Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert 
G. Byers officiating. 
Liske-Coppock: Angela Josetta, daughter of 
Josetta and the late Ross Coppock, and Michael 
Robert, son of Robert and Helga Liske, East 
Lansing, Mich., Nov. 24, 1990, at the Grace 
Methodist Church, with Rev. Samuel Hollings-
worth and Rev. Alan Sippel officiating. 
MacDonald-Wideman: Helen Loreen, daugh-
ter of Ray and Lois Wideman, Unionville, Ont., 
and Ross Martyn Neil, son of Angus and Maureen 
MacDonald, Newmarket, Ont., Oct. 6,1990, at St. 
Paul's United Church. 
Meek-Freeman: Paula, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Freeman, Greencastle, Pa., and John, 
son of Maxine Meek, Waynesboro, Pa., Nov. 20, 
1990, at the Five Forks Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Wilbur Besecker officiating. 
Nigh-Stranahan: Isabelle Jean Stranahan, Buf-
falo, N.Y., and Gordon William Nigh, Ridgeway, 
Ont., Nov. 9. 1990, at the Sherkston Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Leonard J . Chester 
officiating. 
Ochej-Schneider: Lisa Ann, daughter of Ron 
and Anna Schneider, Ridgeway, Ont., and Edward 
George, son of Edward and Barbara Ochej, 
Ridgeway, Oct. 27,1990, at the Sherkston Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Leonard J. Chester 
officiating. 
Pierce-Gehman: Pamela Jan , daughter of Mel-
vin and Anna Gehman, Annville, Pa., and Chris-
topher Michael, son of Rudy and Eleanor Pierce, 
Bethel, Pa.. Aug. 4,1990, in the Palmyra Brethren 
in Christ church with Rev. Marlin E. Zook 
officiating. 
Sherk-Wideman: Colleen, daughter of Carl and 
Earla Wideman, Stouffville, Ont., and Jeffrey D., 
son of Dave and Linda Sherk, Fisherville, Ont., 
Aug. 25, 1990, at the Stouffville Missionary 
Church with Rev. Glenn Gibson officiating. 
Wanamaker-Davis: Cynthia, daughter of Alfred 
and Jean Davis, Clarence, N.Y., and Mark, son of 
Donna Becker and the late Robert Wanamaker, 
Clarence Center, N.Y., Oct. 6, 1990, at the Clar-
ence Center United Methodist Church with Rev. 
Neil Arnold officiating. 
Wayer-Edwards: Charlene Sue, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Edwards, Wheeler, Mich., 
and Duane Bernhardt, son of Mrs. Margaret 
Wayer, Breckenridge, Mich., Oct. 20, 1990, in the 
Porter Free Methodist Church with Rev. Bedsaul 
Agee officiating. 
Williams-Biemans: Nancy Caroline, daughter 
of Rinus and Mary Biemans, and Carl Dwayne, 
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A testimony to stewardship of 
money, time, and experience 
by Donald R. Zook 
At the age of 20, Charles Frey faced a 
big decision that would affect the rest of 
his life. He was married and had family 
responsibilities. He and his brother 
Emerson had just purchased a small 
dairy from their father and felt the pres-
sure of debt. But both brothers felt God 
asking them to give a generous portion 
of their income to the Lord's work. 
They responded to God's direction by 
promising God not only a portion of 
their own personal income, but also a 
generous portion of any profits that 
might result from the business. They 
would give to God first and trust him to 
help them pay off the debt and help the 
business grow. 
Charles remembers going home and 
informing his young wife Ann of the 
brothers' decision. When giving money 
to the church came before financial 
security in their small business, she was 
concerned. But she loved and trusted 
her capable young husband. As Charles 
reflected on the past and on this particu-
lar incident, he stated, "The key ingre-
dients in any business are the Lord and a 
good wife who will support you in the 
midst of tough decisions and long work-
ing hours." 
Charles also said, "From that time 40 
years ago today, our income has in-
creased every year. The more we gave, 
the more the Lord blessed us." And 
many Christian organizations, includ-
ing Brethren in Christ Cooperative Min-
istries, have benefited from the very gen-
erous giving of Charles and Ann Frey 
and their family. 
During the past 25 years, Charles has 
also given generously of his time. At 
present he is chairman of the board of 
Brethren in Christ Stewardship Services. 
Donald R. Zook is Executive Director of 
Brethren in Christ Stewardship Services. 
He is cheerful, optimistic, and ven-
turesome. He tends to be a low-profile 
person, shunning the limelight and 
emphasizing effectiveness and getting 
the job done. 
Ann came from a Mennonite family. 
Charles describes her as a person of 
determination who has learned to share 
the joy of supporting the church's local 
and distant ministries over the years. 
The church has benefited greatly from 
Charles' financial acumen and adminis-
trative experience. When an issue is 
presented, Charles wants to know how 
this decision will affect the people 
involved. People and their feelings are 
important to him. 
He considers the alternatives from a 
long-range point of view: How will this 
decision look three years from now, and 
ten years from now? Will we consider it 
a good decision then? 
Charles' approach to problems has 
helped him to be very successful in the 
world of business. He has also helped to 
encourage others. His view is, "Every 
problem is a big problem to me unless 
you prove it is a small one. Don't let 
small problems go. They may become 
big problems and you will realize it too 
late." 
To help make strategic decisions, 
Charles has visited places in North 
America and overseas (including Nica-
ragua, Venezuela and London) to eval-
uate the potential for ministry before 
decisions about large expenditures were 
made. He and Ann also visited churches 
in Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
His conservative approach to finances 
and his knowledge gained from success-
ful business ventures help Brethren in 
Christ ministries spend available dollars 
wisely. 
Charles attributes part of his interest 
in missions to his family. From his early 
childhood on, they were taught missions 
and commitment to the Lord. As you 
listen to Charles, you hear frequent ref-
erences to the Lord: "I don't know how 
you can be successful without recogniz-
ing what God has done for you . . . I 
wouldn't want to run my business with-
out the Lord . . . the Lord is a very 
important part of my life, my business, 
and my family." 
Charles also attributes his interest in 
missions to the life and example of a 
man who in some settings has been de-
scribed as "Mr. Missions" by the Breth-
ren in Christ. Charles says, "Henry Hos-
tetter was our pastor at Manor several 
times during important periods. He had 
an impact on my life. He helped mold 
my life. He always preached missions. 
We have been a missions church." 
Like Henry Hostetter, after years of 
service with Brethren in Christ Mis-
sions, Charles has become a leader in 
Brethren in Christ stewardship ministries. 
In a stewardship task force meeting in 
1989, it was Charles who first suggested 
"Growing to Glorify God" as a theme to 
focus the vision for this year's steward-
ship of the church's total resources— 
MISSIONS 91. 
Soon everyone present sensed some 
of the potential in this biblical theme. 
After bishops and pastors added their 
affirmation and suggestions, the deci-
sion was made. 
Charles' goals for the Board for Stew-
ardship Services are to increase aware-
ness of the importance of supporting 
Brethren in Christ Cooperative Minis-
tries financially, and to promote the 
concept of whole-life stewardship. 
Brethren in Christ Stewardship Ser-
vices are indeed fortunate to have per-
sons like Charles Frey and his suppor-
tive wife, Ann, provide leadership. We 
thank the Lord for leaders like these and 
pray that many more will follow their 
example of commitment and generosity. 
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son of Ronald and Viola Williams. Wainfleet, 
Ont.. Oct. 13. 1990. at the Wainfleet Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Bill Johnson and Father 
Bevan officiating. 
Willow-Leister: Amy Sue. daughter of M r. and 
Mrs. Harry Leister. Jr . . and Gary Lee. son of the 
late Mr. and Mrs. Park Willow. Sept. 29, 1990. in 
the Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Pamela H. Ford officiating. 
Wright-Zook: Elaine Kay. daughter of Marlin 
and Ruth Zook, Palmyra, Pa., and Chad David, 
son of Rev. and Mrs. Don Wright. Tokorozawa. 
Japan, Oct. 20. 1990, in the Palmyra Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Marlin Zook and Rev. 
Don Wright officiating. 
Zenker-Burmaster: Lori, daughter of Gordon 
and Janice Burmaster, Cambridge. Ont., and 
Michael, son of Joachim and Use Zenker. Water-
loo. Ont., Oct. 12, 1990, at Cross Roads Brethren 
in Christ Chrch (Ont.), with Rev. Harvey B. Stick-
ley officiating. 
Obituaries 
Buckwalter: John K. Buckwalter, born Oct. 29, 
1909, in Newton, Kan., died Nov. 22, 1990, in La 
Verne, Calif. Surviving are a son. Dr. Dale Buck-
waiter; a brother. Rev. Allen Buckwalter; and a 
grandson. He had graduated f rom Upland College 
Academy in 1929 and was a former member of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. Services were held at 
the Draper Memorial Chapel with Rev. Alvin C. 
Burkholder officiating. Interment was in Bellevue 
Cemetery, Ontario, Calif. 
Cline: Mina Elizabeth Cline, born Oct. 27. 
1895, died Nov. 3, 1990. On Mar. 18, 1914, she 
married Edward Nigh, who preceded her in death 
in 1961. She then married Roy Cline, who died in 
1982. Survivingare a daughter, Mildred Winger; 2 
sons, Ross Nigh and Carl Nigh; a foster daughter. 
Lillian Ott; 3 stepsons, Arnold, Arthur and Clar-
ence Cline; 3 stepdaughters, Dorothy Bossert, 
Leoda Winger, and Shirley Eberly; 9 grandchil-
dren; 16 great-grandchildren; and 4 great-great-
grandchildren. Mina served for many years as a 
Sunday school teacher and prayer warrior of the 
Bertie congregation. Ont. From 1935 to 1961 she 
supported her husband Edward in pastoral duties 
at the church. They served on two occasions at 
Welland Mission. The funeral service was held at 
the Bertie church with Rev. Greg Funk officiating. 
Interment was in the church cemetery. 
Dohner: Frances Dohner, born May 24, 1908, 
daughter of Emerson and Harriet Whisler Kohler, 
died Oct. 22, 1990. Surviving are her husband of 
61 years, Dale M. Dohner; and her children, Har7 
riet Conrady, Sandra Climenhaga, Dale, Jr., and 
Miriam Eberly; nine grandchildren; one great-
grandchild; three brothers, Paul, John, and Harold; 
and a sister, Mary. Frances was a homemaker and 
member of the Ashland, Ohio, congregation where 
the funeral service was held with Rev. Dale W. 
Engle officiating. Interment was in Chestnut Grove 
Cemetery. 
Feather: J . Howard Feather, born May 8, 
1898, son of William and Ellen J. Stern Feather, 
died Oct. 31, 1990. Preceding him in death in 1946 
was his first wife Mary (Stoner). Surviving are his 
wife Elsie C. (Carper); 5 children, Eugene H„ 
Harold H., A. Lois Hostetter, Arlene Martin, and 
Eunice Hostetter; 14 grandchildren; and 23 great-
grandchildren. He was the founder and former 
owner of Feather Petroleum of Martinsburg, Pa., 
and a member of the Martinsburg congregation 
where he once served as pastor. The funeral was 
held at the church with Rev. Earl E. Herr, Rev. J. 
Robert Lehman, and Rev. Avery Musser officiat-
ing. Interment was in Fairview Cemetery, Martins-
burg. 
Tribute 
Another ordained minister and servant of the 
Lord has run the race, finished the course, and 
entered the presence of the Lord to receive his 
crown. Rev. Howard Feather passed away at 
Messiah Village where he had been a resident for 
approximately six years. We send to the family 
and friends of Bro. Feather our warm and sincere 
condolences at this time of sorrow and loss. 
We want to emphasize the pastoral ministry of 
Bro. Feather. He was an ordained minister in the 
Brethren in Christ Church. He served in the pas-
toral role for approximately 22 years, starting in 
1935. Most of his ministry was in the churches of 
the Martinsburg, Pa., area. He was a self-support-
ing minister who owned and operated a family oil 
business. As a local businessman he gained the 
highest respect of all who knew him. He served the 
Lord, the church and the community in a conta-
gious spirit of quiet humility. His nature and char-
acter are well described as peace-loving, sincere 
and gentle. Integrity and dependability marked his 
business and his ministry. 
1 add a personal note of appreciation and love 
for Bro. Feather, in that it was my privilege to be in 
a male quartet while a young college student at 
Messiah in 1946. When Sr. Mary passed away, we 
were invited by Bishop C. N. Hostetter to come to 
Martinsburg and sing for her funeral. That expe-
rience has given us a close bond ever since. To the 
sorrowing family we extend our love and prayers. 
We will help you carry your burden and also share 
in the celebration that another soldier has been 
victorious. Praise be to the Lord and King. 
H. Frank Kipe, 
for the Board of Bishops 
Heefner: Sarah Elizabeth Vanderau Heefner, 
born Jan. 17, 1908. daughter of John and Ida 
Holsinger Vanderau, died Nov. 8, 1990. Preceding 
her in death were her husband. B. Wilbur Heefner; 
a son; 2 sisters, and 7 brothers. Surviving are 9 
daughters, S. Louise Forsythe, Frances G. Cor-
dell, Peggy A. Myers. Zaida F. Heefner, Katherine 
L. Heefner, Lois J. Donmoyer, Martha M. Miller, 
Janet E. Stoops, and Dorothy M. Greenlee; 2 
sons. Donald E. and Harold L.; 27 grandchildren; 
24 great-grandchildren; and two brothers. Sarah 
was a member of the Hollowell congregation and 
its Kingdom Builders Sunday school class, the 
Greencastle Senior Citizen Center, and the Na-
tional Division of the American Assoc. of Retired 
Persons. The funeral was held at the Grove Fu-
neral Home with Rev. Robert G. Byers officiating. 
Interment was in Quincy Cemetery. 
Hensley: Delbert B. Hensley, born Feb. 13, 
1926, in Springfield, Mo., died Nov. 10, 1990. 
Surviving are his wife, Doris (Wingert); a son, 
Richard; a daughter. Delia Kay McHenry; and 
four grandchildren. He was an active Christian 
businessman, and served on numerous boards and 
committees of the Upland congregation where he 
was a member. The memorial service was at Drap-
ers Mortuary with Rev. Walter Winger, Rev. 
Robert Hempy, and Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder 
officiating. Entombment was in Bellevue Mauso-
leum. Ontario, Calif. 
Hoffman: Carol Ann Hoffman, born June 8, 
1941, daughter of Charles and Marian Leister, 
died Oct. 2, 1990. Surviving are her husband. 
Raymond, Jr.; three daughters, Barbara Bassler, 
Tracey Heidler, and Sue Hoffman; and a grand-
child, Alison Heidler. She was a member of the 
Cedar Grove congregation. Pa., where she had 
served as custodian for five years. The funeral was 
held at the church with Rev. M. Eugene Heidler, 
Rev. Steve Osenga. and Rev. W. Dale Allison 
off ic ia t ing. In te rment was in Cedar Grove 
Cemetery. 
Kreider: Esther B. Kreider, born Dec. 19,1899, 
daughter of Jacob D. and Leah Musser Books, 
died Nov. 14, 1990. Preceding her in death were 
her husband. Ethan A. Kreider; and 2 sons, Mar-
lin B. and Ray L. Surviving are 2 sons, H. Ellis, 
and Harold N.; 2 daughters. Ruth Landis, and 
Marian Hock; 10 grandchildren; and 3 great-
grandchildren. She was a homemaker, committed 
to prayer and letter writing, and a member of the 
Pa' Pa., congregation. She was also a mem-
ber of the Messiah Village church, where the fu-
neral was held with Rev. Avery Musser and Rev. 
Harvey Musser officiating. Rev. Marlin Zook pre-
sided at graveside services at the United Christian 
Cemetery. Campbelltown, Pa. 
Marr: Cecil Calvin Marr, born June 4, 1921, 
died Sept. 29. Surviving are his wife Muriel; two 
sons, Donald and Wayne; and four grandchildren. 
He was a faithful adherent of the Wainfleet. Ont.. 
congregation. The funeral was held at Dixon Fu-
neral Chapel with Rev. Robert Rolston and Rev. 
Bill Johnston officiating. Interment was in Maple 
Lawn Cemetery. 
Oberholser: Beatrice A. Oberholser, born Sept. 
20, 1906, daughter of Eugene V. and Estalla C. 
Newell Hess, died Nov. 16, 1990. Preceding her in 
death was her first husband, Irvin H. Vanderau. 
Surviving are her husband. Christian L. Ober-
holser; a son. Donald I. Vanderau; and a sister, 
Leda Starr. She was employed many years at 
Stanley Company, Chambersburg, Pa., and was a 
member of the Messiah Village church. The fu-
neral was held at the Park-Geisel Funeral Home 
with Rev. J. Robert Lehman officiating. Inter-
ment was in Norland Cemetery. 
Slesser: Margaret E. Slesser, born Dec. 9, 1905, 
daughter of Charles and Violet Ebersole Weaver, 
died Sept. 21, 1990. She was preceded in death by 
her husband. Hiram W. Slesser, in 1952. Surviving 
are 2 sons, Roy R. and Lester W.; 12 grandchil-
dren; 14 great-grandchildren; 5 great-great-grand-
children; and 2 brothers, Albert and William. She 
was an active member of the Elizabethtown senior 
center and the Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation, 
where the funeral was held with Rev. David L. 
Hall officiating. Interment was in Fishburn Ceme-
tery, Hershey. 
Whitebread: Oscar M. Whitebread, born Jan. 
5, 1901, son of Emsy and Cora Moyer White-
bread, died Nov. 19, 1990. Survivingare his wife, 
Irene (Rhem); a son, Walter; two stepchildren, 
Elmer Sanders, and Effie Parthemer; 20 grandchil-
dren; 24 great-grandchildren; and 11 great-great-
grandchildren. He was a member of the Elizabeth-
town, Pa., congregation. The funeral service was 
held at the Messiah Village Chapel with Rev. J. 
Robert Lehman officiating. Interment was in St. 
James Lutheran Cemetery, Wapwallopen, Pa. 
Zeager: Verna M. Zeager, born Sept. 20, 1902, 
daughter of Samuel and Amanda Lehman Zeager, 
died Oct. 25, 1990. She was a member of the 
Conoy congregation, Pa., where she enjoyed play-
ing the organ and seamstress work. The funeral 
service was held at the church with Rev. Kenneth 
L. Engle officiating. Interment was in Conoy 
Cemetery. • 
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"Conference on 
Ministry" slated for 
April 25-27 in Pa. 
The Board for Ministry and Doctrine 
is planning a "Conference on Ministry" 
to be held April 25-27, 1991, at the Lan-
caster Brethren in Christ Church, 1865 
Fruitville Pike, Lancaster, Pa. The theme 
is "Spiritual Dynamics for Ministry." 
The objective is to define anew the 
Brethren in Christ concept of the call to 
ministry and to look at our ministry 
distinctives. Sessions will include the 
minister's personal spiritual journey, the 
Brethren in Christ understanding of 
ministry, and a variety of workshops. 
Dr. Eugene Peterson, pastor, author, 
and leader, will be the resource person. 
Numerous Brethren in Christ persons 
will be sharing. The Board for Ministry 
and Doctrine plans to release its book 
on ministry at this conference. 
Registration is open to all ministers 
and members of ministry staff. Specific 
details will come to persons in the near 
future. Right now we encourage you to 
reserve the date in your schedule. Limited 
travel subsidy is available for persons 
coming from a distance. • 
Midwest Conference focuses on 
conference, congregational goals 
General Conference was history. Mid-
west leaders, conscious of the intense 
General Conference discussions and the 
resulting administrative shifts, planned 
a "Forward Convocation" to set a clear 
direction for the Midwest and to unify 
the churches in that direction. 
Weeks before the October 4-5 For-
ward Convocation pastors from the 16 
Midwest churches were invited to give 
thought and provide responses to the 
following: 
(a) Work with their church board to 
identify one thing they as a congregation 
are doing well and one thing they believe 
all 16 churches must do well in the next 
five years as a conference. 
(b) Select a lay leader who could help 
to convey to the convocation the think-
ing of the church board. 
(c) Work with the selected lay leader 
in preparing a 3-minute expression of 
their board discussion for presentation 
at the convocation. 
The regional Board of Directors 
funded convocation travel from six states 
to Western Oklahoma where the Bethany 
Church generously provided hospital-
ity. As 30-plus pastors and lay leaders 
faced each other around the tables for 
more than a day, it was evident from the 
flow of ideas and inspiration that the 
convocation was a timely event that 
could shape the future of the Midwest 
Conference. The general outline of that 
shape includes: 
(a) A conference connected by inten-
tional design even though scattered in 
six states. 
(b) Each church urged to plan for 
quality growth. 
(c) Accent on a stewardship plan that 
includes a variety of life issues from wor-
ship to wills, and 
(d) Leadership development through 
various means including internships for 
pastors. 
The regional Board of Directors will 
turn this general outline into a mission 
statement with goals and strategies to be 
dealt with by the 1991 Regional Confer-
ence annual meeting —Glenn A. Ginder, 
bishop. • 
Palau, McKinney, Wiersbe 
headline March NAE convention 
Evangelical leaders including Luis 
Palau, George McKinney and Warren 
Wiersbe will raise the theme, "Proclaim-
ing Jesus Christ . . . Together!"asthe 
National Association of Evangelicals 
holds its 49th annual convention at the 
Clarion Hotel in St. Louis, Mo., March 
5-7, 1991. 
As a bilingual evangelist, Palau is a 
prominent spokesman for the gospel in 
both the Hispanic and Anglo worlds. 
His Tuesday night keynote address will 
call American evangelicals to the spirit-
ual renewal needed for proclaiming Jesus 
Christ effectively. 
McKinney, pastor of San Diego's 
2,000-member St. Stephen's Church of 
God in Christ, has led his congregation 
in a variety of community outreach min-
istries. He will address the Wednesday 
night plenary session. 
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Wiersbe's Thursday evening banquet 
address will be a fitting convention 
climax. The well-known radio voice of 
"Back to the Bible," he blends humor 
with God's Word to drive home spiritual 
principles. 
Other highlighted speakers include 
evangelist John Guest, church mobilizer 
Frank Tillapaugh and marketing spe-
cialist George Barna. A variety of lunch-
eons will address special areas of evan-
gelical concern as will some 30 practical 
workshops. 
Musical presentations highlight each 
evening session. Slated to appear are the 
Concordia Seminary Chorus, the Green-
ville (111.) College Choir and "The 
Conners in Concert." In addition, song 
leader Steve Musto provides an extra 
dimension of vocal enthusiasm through-
out the convention program. 
The Resource Center, a major attrac-
tion of each convention, features more 
than 100 exhibits of the very latest in 
evangelical publications, equipment, 
supplies and teaching aids. 
The 1991 convention brings together 
leaders of evangelical denominations, 
organizations and schools, as well as 
pastors and lay people. NAE's annual 
convention provides an opportunity for 
evangelicals from diverse traditions to 
demonstrate their unity based upon a 
sound, conservative theology. 
The National Association of Evangel-
icals is a voluntary association of indi-
viduals, denominat ions , churches, 
schools and organizations dedicated to 
united action without theological com-
promise. NAE represents more than 
50,000 local churches from 77 Protes-
tant denominations and serves more 
than 15 million people through its sub-
sidiary, affiliates and commissions. NAE 
headquarters is in Carol Stream, 111. 
For information about attending the 
convention, contact your pastor or 
regional bishop. • 
Evangelical Visitor 
I 
NAE report to help in 
church ministry planning 
The National Association of Evangel-
icals has released the results of a com-
prehensive survey conducted this sum-
mer that consolidates current statistical 
information of its member denomina-
tions. 
Based upon reports submitted by the 
churches, the study provides a picture of 
the cooperative agency as expressed in 
number of churches, ministers and mem-
bers of 48 related denominations, and 
three denominational subunits. The re-
port found that within the United States, 
NAE denominations represent 42,175 
local congregations, 67,851 ministers, 
4,350,280 communicants and 176,062 
baptized children. When ministers, com-
municants and baptized children were 
added together, the combined member-
ship figure was 4,594,193. The report 
also found that NAE member denomi-
nations operate 77 colleges and 20 theo-
logical seminaries. 
While each denomination's member-
ship classifications vary somewhat, NAE 
attempted to use categories that would 
be meaningful to all member groups. 
The ministerial category represents or-
dained, and in some cases, licensed min-
isters. The communicants category in 
most cases represents baptized adults 
and young people who have been re-
ceived into the fellowship—into the com-
munion—of a given congregation. Bap-
tized children represents, for those who 
practice infant baptism, the children of 
communicant members, although not 
all denominations that baptize children 
maintain statistics in this category. 
For accuracy and consistency, the 
figures in most cases represent actual 
counts of church members as of 1989, 
not estimated worship attendance fig-
ures or Sunday school enrollment. The 
statistics represent U.S. operations only. 
While many denominations have units 
or related bodies in Canada, those enti-
ties have affiliated with the Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada. 
According to NAE Executive Direc-
tor Billy A. Melvin, the study provides a 
valuable tool that can be used for the 
association and member churches in 
planning, evaluating and understanding 
their ministries. "Because of their com-
mitment to Spirit-directed ministry, 
evangelicals have not always based min-
istry on hard data. Now, however, we 
have the beginnings of a resource bank 
that should contribute to more effective 
and cooperative ministry." 
The National Association of Evangel-
icals is a partnership of Protestant de-
nominations committed to exploring 
greater avenues of ministry in order to 
form a more united, effective and strong 
voice for evangelical Christianity in 
America. As uniformly evangelical, 
NAE's denominations represent alter-
natives to the older and more inclusive 
Protestant communions associated with 
the National Council of Churches. NAE 
headquarters is located in Carol Stream, 
111. • 








Advent Christian Church 89 348 473 17,859 18,332 
Assemblies of God 89 11,192 17,874 1 ,249,108 1 ,266,982 
Baptist General Conference 89 789 NR 135,125 135,125 
Brethren Church 89 126 180 12,975 13,155 
Brethren in Christ Church 89 187 331 16,511 16,842 
Christian Catholic Church 89 6 11 " 1 , 9 8 9 2,000 
Christian Church of North America 90 107 246 " 1 3 , 6 5 4 13,900 
Christian and Missionary Alliance 89 1,829 2,331 132,005 134,336 
Christian Reformed Church in North America 89 712 1,155 144,153 80 ,391 225,699 
Christian Union 89 108 179 5 ,400 5 ,579 
Church of God. Cleveland 89 5 ,580 6,533 502 ,721 509 ,254 
Church of God of the Mountain Assembly 89 103 272 " 6 , 0 0 0 6 ,272 
Church of the Nazarene 89 5,158 9,061 552 ,192 561,253 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ 89 252 300 25 ,160 25 ,460 
Churches of Christ in Christian Union 89 241 600 9 ,074 9 ,674 
Congregational Holiness Church 89 175 333 " 7 , 2 0 0 7,533 
Conservative Baptist Association of America 89 1,124 NR " 2 0 4 , 0 0 0 204,000 
Conservetive Congregational Christian Conference 89 185 472 28 ,680 29,152 
Elim Fellowship 89 179 318 • 1 9 , 6 8 2 20,000 
Evangelical Christian Church 89 30 41 1,251 1,292 
Evangelical Church of North America 89 150 229 12,950 13,179 
Evangelical Congregational Church 89 158 166 24 ,606 24 ,772 
Evangelical Free Church of America 89 998 1,795 97 ,983 99,778 
Evangelical Friends International, North American Region 89 238 287 24 ,668 24,955 
Evangelical Mennonite Church 89 26 52 3 ,920 3 ,972 
Evangelical Methodist Church 89 128 286 8 ,647 8,933 
Evangelical Presbyterien Church 90 142 260 41 ,780 3 ,414 45 ,454 
Evangelistic Missionary Fellowship 89 20 71 • 1 , 5 2 9 1,600 
Fellowship of Evangelical Bible Churches 88 18 50 1,825 1,875 
Fire Baptized Holiness Church of God of the Americas 89 349 825 22 ,502 23,327 
Free Methodist Church 89 1,091 1,790 74 ,081 75,871 
General Association of General Baptists 89 872 1,245 72 ,493 73,738 
International Church of the Foursquare Gospel 89 1,404 3 ,144 197,881 201,025 
International Pentecostal Church of Christ 89 92 123 2,791 2 ,914 
Intemetional Pentecostal Holiness Church 89 1,486 2,095 118 ,194 120,289 
Mennonite Brethren Churches, U.S. Conference 89 125 180 16 ,700 16,880 
Midwest Congregational Christian Fellowship 89 30 34 • 1 , 4 6 6 1,500 
Missionary Church 89 292 523 26,358 26,881 
National Association Free Wilt Bapt is ts ' 
Oklahoma State Association 89 261 414 23,501 23 ,915 
Open Bible Standard Churches 89 325 944 • 3 9 , 0 5 6 40 ,000 
Pentecostal Church of God 88 1,157 1,574 40 ,125 41,699 
Pentecostal Free Will Baptist Church 89 141 228 11,757 11,985 
Presbyterian Church in America 89 1,100 1,950 171,996 4 3 , 2 0 0 217,146 
Primitive Methodist Church 89 81 101 8 ,080 8,181 
Reformed Church in Amer ica* 
Classis Cascades 88 13 38 2 ,450 1 ,170 3,658 
Synod of Mid-America 89 111 165 26 ,039 11,101 37 ,305 
Reformed Episcopal Church 89 83 137 5 ,882 553 6 ,572 
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America 89 69 130 3,673 1,473 5,276 
Salvation Army 89 1,122 5 ,202 74 ,502 • " 3 4 , 4 1 2 114,116 
Wesleyan Church 89 1,650 3,076 106,951 110,027 
World Confessional Lutheran Association 87 12 27 1,155 348 1,530 
TOTALS 42 ,175 67 ,851 4 , 3 5 0 , 2 8 0 176 ,062 4 , 5 9 4 , 1 9 3 
"Estimate 
"•Represents "junior soldiers," children ages 6-12. 
#Denomination is not currently an NAE member, although subunit listed below is. 
NR = Not reported 
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Partners in 
Disapleship 
Resources for Christian Education 
New youth teacher 
orientation video 
A new 27-minute teacher orientation 
video has been released by the publish-
ers of the Foundation Series/Youth 
curriculum. "Partners in Discipleship" 
shows a teacher in action, demonstrat-
ing the six-movement Foundation Ser-
ies teaching plan and various teaching 
methods. The video was filmed unre-
hearsed in an actual class setting. 
"Partners in Discipleship" seeks to 
promote Foundat ion Series/Youth, 
which took on a totally new look in Fall 
1989. Among the new teaching mate-
rials is the 80-page YouthGuide maga-
zine. The first 24 pages of this quarterly 
resource contain feature articles and 
practical columns for use by youth lead-
ers in the various settings of an inte-
grated youth ministry: youth groups, 
worship, family life, Sunday school, 
mentoring, and peer ministry. Thus, 
YouthGuide should be read by persons 
in the congregation other than the Sun-
day school teacher. It should be kept as 
a shelf resource in the education library 
of every church. Pages 25-80 of each 
issue contain the teaching plans for the 
Foundation Series/Youth Bible Studies 
for that quarter. 
Also available in the new Foundation 
Series/Youth are six-, seven-, and 13-
session Elective Studies which may be 
used in Sunday school, youth group, 
family, or retreat settings. A growing 
number of Elective Studies are available 
at any time. 
The video "Partners in Discipleship" 
was filmed in South Bend, Ind., with 
Terry Johns of the Brethren in Christ 
Church and Susan King of the Menno-
nite Church as teacher and interviewer. 
Eight youth from believers' churches in 
the Nappanee, Ind., area appear as class 
participants. William Frisbie of Goshen, 
Ind., was producer and co-writer. Co-
writer Helen Johns is also managing edi-
tor of the Foundation Series/ Youth 
curriculum. 
Included as an insert with the video is 
a viewers'guide suggesting two plans for 
use: a comprehensive teacher training 
session, or a curriculum review and 
decision making session. Other possible 
uses are also described, such as with 
parents and potential youth workers. 
Pastors, youth ministers, and youth 
A Teachers'introduction w 
Foundation Series/Youth 
ministry team coordinators should find 
the viewer guide valuable in a variety of 
presentation settings. 
The Foundation Series/ Youth is pub-
lished jointly by the Brethren in Christ, 
the Church of the Brethren, the General 
Conference Mennonite Church, and the 
Mennonite Church. 
Persons interested in obtaining the 
video should contact Evangel Publish-
ing House, P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 
46550 (219-773-3164). 
Help for church librarians 
As a church librarian, do you keep 
looking for a magazine that publishes 
evaluative book and media reviews which 
focus on the current interests of church 
members using your library? Are you 
frustrated when you run out of promo-
tional ideas for encouraging use of your 
materials? Have you ever wished you 
could get together with other church 
librarians to talk over cataloging prob-
lems or how they handle everyday library 
procedures such as the check-out and 
check-in of books? 
The Evangelical Church Library 
Association offers help in all three areas. 
Librarian's World, the association's 
quarterly magazine, offers both reviews 
and promotional ideas. In addition to a 
quarterly feature on publicity, each 40 
page issue contains a "Children's Corner" 
with almost 40 book and media reviews, 
plus an adult review section which cov-
ers about 200 titles. Most reviewers are 
church librarians or avid Christian 
readers. 
A highlight of membership in ECLA 
is the annual conference held each fall in 
Wheaton, Illinois. The conference pro-
gram offers over a dozen practical work-
shops on selecting and cataloging books, 
idea-sharing sessions on promotion, and 
other special topics such as using per-
sonal computers in the library or shar-
ing how to be a good storyteller. A 
"Publishers Present" session allows the 
representatives of many Christian pub-
lishing houses to describe their best, new 
book releases. An on-site conference 
bookstore offers a discount for church 
library purchases of books, and a book 
swap corner allows libraries to trade 
unwanted gift books for other used 
books. 
Any person interested in developing, 
maintaining, or expanding a church 
library will benefit from membership. 
ECLA also encourages the formation of 
local chapters of members in a particu-
lar region. For more information, please 
write to ECLA, P.O. Box 353, Glen 
Ellyn, Illinois 60138. • 
Updated Earth steward-
ship packet available 
An updated version of the MCC 
Earth stewardship packet is now avail-
able. 
The packet, assembled by MCC's 
Global Education staff, includes wor-
ship resources, an updated annotated 
bibliography of books available on en-
vironmental issues, three new MCC-
produced environmental brochures, and 
articles written in 1990 by Art Meyer, of 
MCC U.S. Global Education. Article 
titles include: "Poverty and environ-
mental degradation"; "Pesticides threaten 
food, water and people"; "What about 
those degradable plastics?" and "Recy-
cling and the environment." A citizens 
action quiz on environmental awareness 
is also included. 
The packet is available for a suggested 
donation of $3 from MCC U.S. Global 
Education, P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 
17501-0500; phone (717) 859-1151. • 





The annual M inisters Conference will 
be held at Messiah College Monday 
through Wednesday, Feb. 18-20. Key-
note speakers for the conference are 
David R. and Karen Burton Mains. 
David is director of Chapel of the Air, 
a 15-minute radio broadcast heard more 
than 500 times daily throughout North 
America. Prior to assuming his present 
position, he founded and pastored the 
nationally known Circle Church in Chi-
cago. The primary focus of David Mains' 
ministry is national spiritual renewal, 
and he seeks to help his listeners live a 
practical and vital Christianity that im-
pacts society. In addition to his work at 
Chapel of the Air, he travels extensively 
as a speaker and has written such books 
as Full Circle, The Truth about the Lie, 
and The Sense of His Presence. 
Karen frequently co-hosts the Chapel 
of the Air with her husband, but beyond 
that she devotes considerable time to 
both speaking and writing. Two themes 
that run through her best-selling works 
are a deep commitment to those who 
suffer and an insistent call to experience 
the truths of Christianity on an everyday 
basis. With a profound sensitivity en-
riched in part by her years in the inner 
city as well as travels to refugee camps in 
fifteen countries throughout the world, 
Karen Mains presents a message that 
M i 
touches the human heart. Among her 
many publications are The Fragile Cur-
tain, Tales of the Kingdom (co-authored 
with David), and With My Whole Heart. 
David will speak on such topics as 
"Paying God a Compliment" and "The 
Excitement of Authentic Prayer," while 
Karen's lectures will address "The Lone-
liest Man I've Ever Met" and "Lessons 
I've Learned about Being a Caretaker." 
In addition various seminars will be 
offered on such topics as "Facilitating 
Adult Learning," "The Visual Arts in 
the Church,""Musicand Worship,"and 
"What Version Should I Use?" 
Registration fees are $15 for one day 
and $25 for two days. Group rates for 
three or more from the same congrega-
tion are $ 12 for one day and $20 for two 
days. You are encouraged to bring lead-
ers from your church. Those who regis-
ter by Feb. 4 will receive a free copy of 
the Minister's Income Tax Guide for 
1990 Returns. There is a 10 percent 
reduction for those who pre-pay by Feb. 
5. 
For additional information call (800) 
637-8650. 
Who's Who 
Among the 40 students from Messiah 
College who received the Who's Who 
Among Students in American Universi-
ties and Colleges award were the follow-
ing Brethren in Christ students: 
David Barrett, senior mechanical 
engineering major from Grantham, 
PA; 
Susan Fullerton, junior international 
business majorfrom Elizabethtown, 
PA; 
Corrine Hess, junior political science 
major from Dillsburg, PA; 
Lorie Kline, senior art major from 
Lititz, PA; 
Mark Wastler, junior history major 
from Grantham, PA; 
These students were selected by cam-
pus nominating committees and editors 
of the annual directory based on their 
academic achievement, service to the 
community, leadership in extracurricu-
lar activities, and potential for continued 
success. A presentation dinner was held 
on Monday, Dec. 3 at the college. 
Learn & Lunch program planned 
The Messiah College Auxiliary an-
nounces their fifth annual Learn & 
Lunch, "A Celebration of Life," held 
Saturday, March 23 on the Messiah 
College campus. 
An exciting learning experience just 
for women, a full morning of activities is 
planned. A choice of eight different 
workshops will range from ideas on 
home decorating, nutrition and meal 
planning, to improving communication 
skills and getting more from devotional 
times. 
The special feature of the luncheon 
will be a musical presentation by Debbie 
Wells and Carolyn Barr, who work in 
the Messiah Athletic Department. 
Registration for Learn & Lunch is 
$ 13 for the whole day, or $7.50 for lunch 
only. For further information contact 
the President's Office, Messiah College, 
Grantham, PA 17027, (717) 766-2511. 
Looking? Plan to spend a 
day at Messiah 
Prospective students and their fami-
lies are invited to spend a day at Messiah 
this semester. Several special open house 
days have been planned. These days 
start with registration in the Eisenhower 
Campus Center at 9:15 a.m. Included 
are academic and financial aid informa-
tion sessions, campus tours, and a 
complimentary lunch with faculty and 
students. 
Open house days for all areas of 
study: Monday, Feb. 18 and Saturday, 
March 2. 
Open house days for specific areas of 
study: Friday, Feb. 8—Engineering, 
Mathematical Sciences, Management 
and Business; Friday, Feb. 22—Nursing 
and Natural Sciences. 
There will also be a special program 
for students from minority ethnic back-
grounds on Minority Awareness Day, 
Monday, Jan. 21, Martin Luther King 
Day. 
If you don't see a date here that's 
convenient for the whole family, call the 
admissions office at (717) 691-6000 to 





Resources for Discipling 
New Believers 
Life With God: 
Basics for New Christians 
by Helen Johns 
Seven short, down-to-earth sections, each 
followed with Bible study questions, provide 
an excellent tool for use in discipling a new 
believer. The 64-page book includes topics 
such as prayer. Bible study, fellowship, wor-
ship, overcoming doubts and fears, and telling 
others about your new-found faith. This is the 
first in the "Life With God" series, designed 
primarily for one-to-one use with a new Chris-
tian. The books can also be used in a small-
group setting. 
Single copy: $2.95 U.S. 
Life With God: Love in Action 
by Helen Johns 
Life With God: Love in Action leads the 
growing, new believer into a dynamic response 
to God's love. Six easy-to-read chapters focus 
on the topics "Love in Action," "Love Serves," 
"Love Gives," "Love's Power Source" (the 
Holy Spirit), "Love Restores" (positive rela-
tionships and reconciliation), and "Love Pre-
pares" (a call to holy living). Like the first 
book in the series, Love in Action has short 
chapters of text followed by Bible study and 
discussion questions. A new feature is the "Up 
Close and Personal" Bible study section. 
Single copy: $2.95 U.S. 
Life With God: Being the Church 
by David Zercher 
An adult membership study for the Brethren 
in Christ Church. The seven-session study 
(easily expanded up to 13 sessions) is based on 
the church's membership covenant. The 64-
page study book also contains a brief history 
of the church and a prayer journal. The lead-
er's guide offers a variety of suggestions on 
how to teach the study, a list of additional 
resources, and several reproducible pages for 
overheads or hand-outs. 
Single copy: $2.95 U.S. 
Leader's guide: $5.95 U.S. 
Available from your local Christian Light Bookstore, or order from Evangel Publishing House with 
our toll-free number, 1 (800) 822-5919 (except Indiana or Canada). In Canada, order from 
Evangel of Canada, P.O. Box 294, Brantford, Ont. N3T 5M8, phone (519) 753-1903. 
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Dear Paul, 
I confess I'm having trouble with the 
law. My problem isn't so much keeping 
it as keeping up with it. Or with them. 
There seems to be a law for everything. 
As a slave, I became well acquainted 
with Roman law. As a convert to Chris-
tianity, I've learned about—and learned 
to appreciate—the Law of Moses. IVe 
also been exposed to the intricacies of 
Jewish law (which, judging from some 
of its proponents I've met, has little to do 
with Moses). 
In our area, some other laws have 
received a lot of attention recently. Have 
you heard of Murphy's Law? It simply 
says, "Whatever can go wrong will go 
wrong." 
Whoever came up with that one (I 
suppose it was Murphy) evidently has 
done a fair amount of living. Obviously 
has a sense of humor. Surely has had 
kids. Probably has been a pastor. With-
out doubt has served on some boards. 
And while that saying was never 
intended as theological truth or spiritual 
insight, doesn't that seem to be the way 
life really works, Paul? Even you sound 
very "Murphy-ish" in some of your writ-
ings. You certainly don't pull any 
punches when you describe your hard-
ships in ministry and your frustrations 
with the churches, especially those char-
acters over at Corinth. 
When I watch a hopelessly divided 
congregation attack itself in a feeding 
frenzy, or I hear about yet another spir-
itual leader who has betrayed his call 
and committed adultery (perhaps a more 
accurate word for such irresponsible 
behavior would be "juvenile-ry"), I think 
of old Murphy. When a troubled hus-
band and wife turn their backs on every 
healing option and destroy their mar-
riage and home in spite of everything the 
church can do, or when a faithful saint 
trusts God yet repeatedly gets knocked 
in the head, I remember Murphy's Law. 
Isn't that just another way of describ-
ing the out-of-joint, sinful world we live 
in? Doesn't it accurately describe the 
chaos of our cosmos? Sometimes Mur-
phy's Law seems truer to reality than 
Romans 8:28. 
It's frightening, though, when Chris-
tians are meta-Murphy-sized into cynics 
devoid of hope. When I observe church 
members treating adversity and tragedy 




tion, I'm appalled. Our vision is dimmed 
and our prayers made impotent when 
we allow fatalism to take the place of 
faith. 
However, if one danger to Christ's 
cause is excessive darkness, another 
threat is a surplus of light. Another very 
popular set of "spiritual laws," the op-
posite extreme of Murphy's, has infected 
the contemporary church. They operate 
under various names: the law of the 
seed, God's prosperity principles, the 
laws of health and wealth. 
Perhaps the simplest way to state this 
brand of thinking is, "Whatever can go 
right will go right." That is, for the one 
who believes and invests his/her faith 
and money in the right way (i.e., gives to 
the right person's ministry). 
For proponents of this theology— 
and there seem to be many of these 
prosperity prophets (or "profits?") hawk-
ing their "gospel" these days—relief be-
comes the primary issue. God wants to 
bring us as much ease and comfort as 
possible, we're told. Miracles grow on 
trees, to be picked in abundance by 
those who have the right "ladders." 
Thus belief becomes synonymous with 
relief. Put your faith in God and you'll 
be on Easy Street. No more headaches. 
No more hassles. 
I'm disturbed, Paul, at our lack of 
balance. Must the church always be 
dominated by the extremists who stam-
pede us after every new fad and fancy? 
Must our only choices be negativism 
and despair on the one hand or a con-
trived victory which skirts reality on the 
other? 
There ought to be a law against such 
distorted teaching and thinking. But 
there isn't. The best antidote, I suppose, 
to skewed theology and practice is and 
always has been balanced teaching and 
persuasive living. 
Perhaps that's where part of the blame 
lies, with so many of us who claim to be 
Christians. Have our ho-hum negative 
attitudes and lack of spiritual militant-
ism created the vacuum which spiritual 
extremism has filled? Perhaps if we were 
really loaded down with the fruits of the 
Spirit, our lives would possess such 
authenticity that the doomsday'ers and 
the happy-say'ers would both have to 
close up shop. As you've said, against 
fruit like that "there is no law." 
In the thick and dusty swirl of ideas 
Christians have to fight through, two 
truths keep coming back to my mind: 
(1) Jesus Christ has won overwhelm-
ingly over the forces of evil; (2) the 
instrument of his victory was a cross. 
Whenever I'm tempted either to lose 
hope or to cut corners on my disciple-
ship, I'm reminded of that. 
Your sometimes confused, 
often concerned, but 
ever committed servant, 
Onesimus 
With the new year we begin a new 
Onesimus column—Onesimus IX. 
The writer for the 1990 Onesimus 
column was Dorothy Sherk, Waterloo, 
Ont. A graduate of the University of 
Toronto, her teaching career was evenly 
divided between Niagara Christian Col-
lege and a public high school. "My first 
love in teaching was English, especially 
lite I „ e, because it synthesizes philos-
ophy, theology, psychology, etc. "At the 
urging of her principal, her last seven 
years in education was spent in setting 
up and administering a high school guid-
ance department. "He wanted the de-
partment run on Christian principles, 
and I didn't dare refuse." 
After retiring from teaching, Dorothy 
became involved in a home Bible study 
which planted the seeds for the West-
heights Brethren in Christ Church, of 
which she is a charter member. "Between 
church planting and refugees and inter-
national students, I have had never a 
dull moment in the 17 years since re-
tirement. " In addition to serving as dea-
con for the congregation, Dorothy has 
served on various regional and General 
Conference boards and committees. • 
als don't or shouldn't have minds of 
their own, but instead should submit 
their individual wills to the larger will of 
the church. 
—Some churches have unrealistic ex-
pectations of their pastoral staff; in 
some cases it seems like congregations 
are particularly gifted at chewing up 
pastors and spitting them out, without 
ever examining what congregational 
dynamics may make it difficult for a 
pastor to function effectively. 
Each one of these scenarios of disap-
pointment with the church could be 
fleshed out with past and present real-
life examples. Taken separately, they 
could perhaps be explained as the result 
of distorted thinking by individuals, but 
together they are an indictment of this 
thing we call "the church." In the face of 
mmJ^hoe/pe,§ Journal 
When the church 
disappoints 
In my experience and that of others I 
know, the church has been the source of 
major and minor disappointments. Fol-
lowing are some broadly-drawn scenar-
ios in which the church (both the Breth-
ren in Christ as well as other denomina-
tions) has disappointed or hurt its people. 
—There are those who expect the 
church to show compassion or come to 
their aid when they are in trouble, but 
instead they are ignored or, worse, told 
that their problem is their fault or isn't 
really a problem. 
—Others give a lifetime of service to 
the church, and are disillusioned when 
the church begins to move away from 
the focus of their life-long commitment. 
The church no longer seems to care 
about the same ideals it once did—ideals 
that they believe are biblical and central 
to the church's mission. 
—Still others try hard to air their con-
cerns with church leaders who, it seems, 
show little evidence of having really 
heard, or misinterpret the concerns or 
the motives behind them. 
—The church keeps secrets, or doesn't 
seem able to deal openly with conflict 
and sin among its members. It seems 
more important to protect the sinner 
(hide the conflict) than to root out the 
sin or the real cause of the conflict. 
—Sometimes it feels like the church 
expects its people to jump when it says 
jump; it seems to assume that individu-
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these and other possible indictments 
against the church, how can those who 
have been disappointed respond? 
The most obvious response is to rec-
ognize that these are disappointments 
with the people in the church, and not 
necessarily with the church itself. Since 
the church is made up of people, it is 
therefore subject to all the foibles and 
failings of the very human people in it. 
When we are aware of our own limita-
tions and shortcomings, we can extend 
that awareness to the church and under-
stand that the church will not always live 
up to our expectations. 
Fortunately, however, the church is 
not merely the sum of its people. It is 
much more, and has a life of its own 
because it is God's church—the king-
dom of God on earth. When Jesus told 
Peter that he (Peter) was the rock on 
whom he would build the church, Jesus 
said, "And the gates of hell will not pre-
Readers may correspond with 
both Phoebe and Onesimus by 
writing to them c/o the Evangel-
ical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nap-
panee, IN 46550. 
vail against it." No matter what people 
do which undermines its purpose, the 
church stands firm. When we are disap-
pointed, it's important to remember that 
it is people who have failed us and not 
the church itself. We can also be re-
minded that the same people who at 
times may disappoint us in the church's 
name do good things as well; many can 
testify to the way the church has come to 
their rescue or met their need. The 
church many times really is the church, 
in the best sense of the word. 
For some people the hurts and disap-
pointments from the church have been 
intense and are difficult to put aside. We 
need to acknowledge those hurts, rather 
than make light of them. On the other 
hand, those who have been hurt need to 
be specific in their indictments, and not 
issue blanket condemnations for which 
"the church" cannot begin to atone or be 
held responsible. 
As one who has been disappointed 
and disillusioned with the church at var-
ious points throughout my life, I speak 
to myself as well as to others. The 
church—including the Brethren in Christ 
Church—is far from perfect because it's 
made up of imperfect humans. But it is 
one small part of God's church, and I 
trust God. At the same time, I want to be 
a better representative in the church of 
someone who can be trusted to model 
God's ultimate love and care to others. 
Phoebe 
^espoHd 
I was fascinated with the article "Uncle 
Jesse," by Ronald J. Sider (November 
issue). It was sad but very interesting. It 
was almost the story of my life. I had a 
breakdown in the '60s. I was there two 
years altogether. A kind daughter took 
over the home and took care of her 
Contributions 
invited for Dialogue 
and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers Re-
spond (letters to the editor) are encour-
aged to be concise. Letters may be short-
ened. All letters must be signed. Occa-
sionally we may decide to withhold 
names due to special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are welcomed 
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to 
express their opinions on a broad range 
of topics relevant to the mission of the 
church and to living the Christian life. 
Since each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, they do not 
necessarily reflect the official position 
of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
sisters as well. God healed me of that 
illness. Then five years ago God healed 
me of cancer. I have much to thank the 
Lord for. His love and mercy is endless. 
God is so good to those who love and 
serve him. 
I enjoy the Visitor so much. I remem-
ber when it came into our home when I 
was a child. Back then you could get it 
for $1.50 per year. God bless you all. 
Name Withheld 
Pennsylvania 
As I reflect on the results of the recent 
election, 1 am wondering where are all 
the people who call themselves Chris-
tians? It seems as though the candidates 
who espouse one world, mother earth, 
homosexuality, abortion and much that 
the Bible calls sin, are the people who 
won. Things also appear to be moving 
very fast toward the rapture of the chil-
dren of God. 
We certainly need to be alert and pre-
pared in our souls for Christ's return. 
Many people today bemoan the fact 
that we don't do things the way that we 
did years ago. My question is, do you 
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spend as much time in prayer as your 
parents or grandparents did? If not, 
why? God is the same today as yester-
day. If you don't pray, why do you 
expect God to do anything? Maybe you 
don't care as much about the Lord's 
work as your forefathers? If you do, 
then take the time necessary to do some-
thing about it. Spend time in prayer, 
lose a meal to pray, give up some sleep to 
pray, or don't you care? 
Our Christian life is just as strong as 
our prayer life. We cannot expect to 
grow spiritually if we do not spend time 
in God's presence. We cannot expect to 
see God's work grow if we do not take 
the time for prayer. 
Some may say that there isn't enough 
time in the day. Maybe we need to 
reorder our priorities. For what are we 
here on earth? We are here to give honor 
and glory to God. As Brethren in Christ 
Christians, let us be involved first in the 
work of God. 
I sincerely hope this will challenge 
some to become involved in more prayer 
and watch what God will do. 
Don Frymire 
Aransas Pass, Tex. 
Evangelical Visitor 
'diPorial 
Father , it's a new year. I realize that doesn't change 
anything except the calendar. The weather, the world, the 
ways people act and think are the same. Like a tired, old 
plow horse, the planet has harnessed itself for yet one 
more turn a round the field. 
Nevertheless, God , it's a new year we've been given. 
Addi t ional time. Unchar ted territory. Virgin soil. A f r e sh 
start. New opportunit ies . 
Your presence with us and your promises to us are as 
fresh as today 's bread. Your love is great, the prophet 
wrote. Your compass ions never fail. They are new every 
morning. 
We who've placed ourselves in your mighty hands are 
new also. We're a b rand new creation, the Bible says. Old 
things have passed away. Our inner lives are constantly 
being renovated and recharged by your Spirit. 
So while we enter the unmapped wilderness of 1991 
realistically, let us not d o so pessimistically. Keep us f r o m 
fooling ourselves that the world is magically different and 
marvelously better, but also prevent us f r o m throwing up 
our hands in despair. 
You once sent your angels winging with the wonderfu l 
words , "Glory to God in the highest; and on earth peace, 
goodwill toward m e n . " Amid the frigid frostiness of 
J a n u a r y , we believe you're still alive and that message 
remains relevant. So we dust off once again that old 
request: we pray for peace. 
Bring peace to our tormented globe. In Iraq and 
Kuwait . In C a m b o d i a and India. In Nicaragua and El 
Salvador. In South Africa and a potful of other boiling 
stews. We live amid famine and starvation, terrorism, 
nuclear stockpiles, environmental devastation, political 
tor ture, A I D S , chemical weapons, economic chaos. Give 
the world 's leaders wisdom, courage, and character as 
they face these horrific challenges. 
Bring peace to our countries, God of all nations. May 
An old prayer for a new year 
by Stuart Kelly 
all races and classes live in harmony. Make "kinder, 
gentler" nat ions a reality instead of just a political slo-
gan. Give us, who have so much materially, bo th the 
desire to share our bounty and the hunger for spiritual 
and moral wealth. Renew our countries as a shining 
beacon for righteousr ->nd justice in the world. 
Bring peace to our communit ies , O Prince of Peace. 
Help us roll back the tides of drug abuse, alcohol abuse, 
physical and sexual abuse. May we deal justly with the 
victimized, mercifully with the unfor tunate , tolerantly 
with those who disagree with us. F r o m trash to the 
t rashing of h u m a n life and dignity, may we deal with our 
crises forcefully and effectively. 
Bring peace, you whom we call Father , to families. 
Heal the fractures between husbands and wives, parents 
and children, brothers and sisters. It seems the family is 
being ravaged f rom every side. Give us families that are 
strong, whole, loving, godly. Instill in husbands and 
wives the fort i tude to put the home back at the peak of 
their priority ladders. 
Bring peace to persons. May fear, guilt, anger, and 
turmoil be replaced with comfor t , forgiveness, joy, and 
hope. For only as we experience personal peace can we 
become agents of peace to this age. 
No, Lord, not much has changed since December 31. 
We're still a weary, bruised planet scarred by sin and 
longing for the new creation to dawn in its full-blown 
brilliance. "Even so, come Lord Jesus," whispers on the 
tips of our tongues. 
Until that moment , however, may Jesus truly rule 
within us, and may he love this old world th rough our 
hearts and heads and hands, every day of this new year. 
For You, O God, are Lord of all . . . even 1991. Amen. 
Stuart Kelly pastors the Highland Park Community Church, the 
Brethren in Christ congregation in Dublin, Va. 
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Faithful to the call 
by John A. Byers 
Renewal is the expectation of Scrip-
ture and a desired goal for the Brethren 
in Christ. Most people think of renewal 
from an individual perspective. How-
ever there is also a corporate element. 
The church is a fellowship of believers 
joined together in a common cause. The 
renewal of one will not necessarily renew 
the other. We frequently converse about 
personal renewal. There is also need to 
reflect on the corporate aspect. 
Keeping the church refreshed is an 
unending journey. It has been described 
as a "sorting out" process of what is fad 
and what is relevant. Members need to 
understand the renewal process and 
recognize behavior that results from 
renewal. 
Sometimes renewal brings change 
and/or unexpected events. In order for 
these to be beneficial the church needs 
stability. Stability is the result of a peo-
ple having a past that has served them 
well. Its values and traditions form the 
base from which new ministries are 
formed. It provides the ability to be 
faithful to Scripture while finding new 
ways to minister. 
The alive church has several identify-
ing marks. Fulfilling its purpose is more 
important than continuing as before. 
The focus is on reaching out while effec-
tively nurturing the members. There is a 
comprehension of the difference between 
moral absolutes and cultural relatives. 
The ministry is done in the context of 
the brotherhood. 
Congregations in process of renewal 
are best prepared for whatever comes. 
Crisis and chaos are managed because 
there is a unity of purpose that drives the 
people as a unit. Change is met with 
invigoration rather than viewed as a 
Three Core Courses 
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threat. This is possible because they 
have prepared under the Spirit's direc-
tion. 
No one says that task is easy. Several 
significant factors exist that can easily 
retard renewal. There is a present ten-
dency to denounce healthy tradition, 
disregard the future, and live only for 
now. Christianity has become priori-
tized so that it is a matter of personal 
preference rather than absolute truths 
that affect all of us. Evangelical Chris-
tianity has divided. Some want to clois-
ter and ignore the world. Others want to 
capitulate and join the world. The pres-
ence of either of these views impacts 
renewal. 
The renewing church must pay atten-
tion to three elements. It must listen 
carefully for the "word from the Lord." 
Otherwise it is not renewal. At the same 
time its members must be in dialogue 
with one another or they will not be 
renewable. There must also be an under-
standing of the worldly kingdom and its 
culture, or the Holy Spirit's renewing 
power will not have opportunity to 
transform it. 
The Brethren in Christ Church has 
been a renewing people. It was born 
with a "quest mentality." Over the years 
the Spirit has been faithful as we have 
earnestly sought to be faithful. 
Passing time appears to make the re-
tention of the quest more demanding 
and less inviting. Changes come more 
often; direction is less distinct. Unless 
every person makes a new commitment 
to "the quest," the Brethren in Christ 
Church will lessen its renewing power 
during 1991 and beyond. Remember, a 
renewing church is a faithful church, 
and a faithful church is one that fulfills 
its purpose of helping believers become 
more Christ-like. 
John Byers is Direc-
tor of Bishops for the 
Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
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